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Hope there is no need to make an Apolo- 
gy for compoſing little Prayers, in order 
| o teach Children this firjt and neceſſary | 
| part of Practical Religion. 
As ſoon as they are capable of bann any — 
thing concerning that- great and glorious God I 
9 who created them, they are capable of being 
3 -raught zo addreſs him in-a Way of Prayer, for 
he good things they want, and to make their 
_acknowledgments 10 him in a way of Praiſe, 
for the daily Bleſſings they receive. Yet our 
own Experience teaches us that in the younger 
Zears of Life we are uncapable of framing our 
.own Addreſſes to God, ſo as to honour Him ac- 
cording to his Perfekkions. Wa are not only 
unacquainted with our own various Wants, 
but we are unable to expreſs our ſelves in any 
of the parts of Prayer in a proper manner. 
Therefore ſuch Aſiſtances as, may be deriv'd 
from Forms and Patterns of Devotion are no- 
'cefſary to lead Children into the moſt early and 
5 eaſy Prattice Py” rheir Duty. Our Bleſſed Lord 
A 2 himſelf | 


Auf. gt. E 


REFA. 
bimſelf gave his Diſciples a Form of Prayer *, 
when in the younger years of their Chriſtianity 
they defired him to teach them to pray, Luke 
xi. 2, 3. When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, c. 
could never approve of confining Perſons, 
and binding them down to à conſtant ſet Form 
of preſcribed Words, eſpecially when they are 
capable of adding, leaving out and altering a 
Prayer with judgment and diſcretion, becauſe 
the temper of our Spirits, the Occurrences of 
Life, and our occafions of converſe with God, are 


infinitely various And it may be eaſily proved, 


that our Saviour never intended ſo to confine 
his Diſciples: Jet I am per ſuaded there may 
have been a ſuperſtitious Abhorrence of all 
Forms of Prayer, (as tho" they were ſinful) 
on the one hand, as well as @ ſuperſtitious Fond. 
meſs for them, and Impoſition of them (as tho” 
they were neceſſary) on the other : For Super- 
ſition conſiſts in making that a Sin which God 
has not made ſo, as well as in making that ne- 
cefſary which God has not appointed, 

{ verily believe that many Perſons grown up 
zo mature Tears, thro an unreaſonable Preju- 
dice and Aver/ion to all Forms of Prayer from 
their Childhood, have ſuffer'd ſome diſadvan- 
aac in their private Devotions; their Spirits 
have been early contrafted and bound up within 


Here it may be obſerved, that not only by the Writers 


of the Church of England, but by the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
alſo, this is expreſly call'd, The Form Chriſt 


Prayer which ( 
zaught his Diſciples. See the Aſſembly's Leſſer Catechiſin 
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too narrow a Circle of Pious Thoughts, for 


want of thoſe greater  Enlargements which 


might haue been attain'd by a prudent and 


pious uſe of Books of Devotion. There is 


an excellent improvement to be made of ſuch. 
religious compoſures without confining our ſelves 
to the-whole matter, form and order, to all 
the words and ſyllables of thoſe devotional 
writings. Many ſentences may be changed, 
Pit in, or left out, according to various caſes 
that occur in daily Life : and patterns of Pray- 


ef may be of confiderable ſervice, where they _ 


are not expreſly uſed as Forms of Worſhip. 

Among the moſt zealous writers againſt the 
impoſition of Liturgies and Forms of Prayer, 
{ know not any one who has declared all Forms 
to be unlawful, The reverend and learned 
Dr. Owen himſelf (who perhaps was as ⁊ca- 
lons as any man in this matter) has freely ex- 
preſt himſelf in theſe words, (viz.) “ To 
% compoſe and write Forms of Prayer, to be 


& directive and doctrinal helps unto others 


c as to the matter and method to be uſed 


« in the right diſcharge of this Duty, is 


« lawful, and may in ſome caſes be uſeful :” 
and that, To read, conſider and meditate 
c upon ſuch written prayers, or to make 
C wie of expreſſions ſet down in them, where 
cc the hearts of thoſe that read them are 
o 
0 
c 


* „ 


ſtate and condition, their wants and deſires 


* 


© may be of good _ unto ſome.” “ F 


really affected, becauſe they find their 


declared in them, is not unlawful, . bur 
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Aud as the Private Religion of ſome per- 
ſons has ſuffer'd for want of ſuch aſſiſtance, 
fo Im well afſur'd, that one reaſon why there 
are ſo many prayerleſs Families in the Nation, 
| (even where the Governors of thoſe Families are 
truly religious,) is becauſe they find they are 
not capable, or have not courage t0 expreſs 
themſelves in Morning. and Evening Prayer in 
the midſt of their families, in a proper and 
edifying manner; and yet thro' ſome miſtaken 
Principles in their education, they have been 
taught to abandon all the aſſiftances they might 
aerive from ſuch religious compoſures. I would 
not willingly believe that any pious perſon would 
abhor, and cenſure all manner of Forms of 
Prayer when uſed in a pious and prudent way. 
M hat if the maſter of a family took ſome well 
Written Prayers, as directive in the matter 
and method for the right diſcharge of this 
Duty (as Dr. Owen expreſſes it) and made 
uſe of the expreſſions ſet down in them, 
where the ſtate and condition, wants and de- 
fires of bis family were declared, and then 
added and alter d, or omitted or enlarged, ac- 
cording to preſent occaſions? I am ſure this 
practice would be far better than to let families 

o on from year to year, without any Prayer in 
' them at all. I wiſh all ſericus minds would 


{ tate this matter into further confideration. 


But to paſs this by at preſent : Let the caſe 
fland as it will with regard to grown perſons, 
yet it is certain that moſt of the Children, 


who have never been taught any little Prayers 
_ in 


f 
/ 
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in their younger Tears, grow up too far in Life 
void of Practical Religion, and without à ſe- 
rious and particular acknowledgement of God 
our Creator and our Saviour. It has been ceftain- 
ly the caſe of ſome children, and perhaps of 
multitudes, that they would fain have begun 
more early to addreſs the great God in Prayer, 
if they had known what to ſay. Whereas thoſe 
who have been train d up in the uſe of ſuck 
Helps as theſe, have learnt betimes the Lan- 
guage of Prayer ; and this would be much more 
happily effected, if they were not confin'd to 
one fet Form, but were furniſhed with a va- 
riety of aſſiſtances, and if they were taught to 
uſe that variety in a proper manner for the emu. 
erciſe of their own thoughts in Devation, and 
For their acquiring a readineſs to expreſs the pi- 
ous working of their own hearts thereby. 
1 grant there may bave been ſuch times and 
ſeaſons, wherein the Spirit of God has been 
pour'd out ſo plentifully as a Spirit of Suppli- 
cation, (and that on Children as well as Pers 
ons of riper years) as would render ſuch helps 
as theſe unneceſſaay : and would to God that 
ſuch a ſeaſon would (return again, that our 
ears might hear theſs pleaſins wonders, and 
our hearts feel the overflowing delight of fuck 
heavenly Devotions! But in ſuch a degenerate 
age as this, wherein the bleſſed Spirit is greatly 
withdrawn from the Church of God, all the 
aſſiftances we can obtain, are little enough 70 
uphold and promote ſerious Religion, and if 
any perſons have ever any need of ſuch aids as 
IR ns * : 8 theſe, ? 


: | 
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theſe, the Children and Youth of this generation 

have the moſt need of them; and Im ys 1 

am not alone in this opinion. 

'Tis in this view of things that 1 have com- 
Ply'd with the repeated importunities of ſome of 
my friends, and ſent theſe little compoſures in- 

0 the world, 

The method and rules EY I have laid 
Sin to my ſelf, and according to which 1 have . 
fram'd them, were theſe, 

I. I thought it proper to compoſe diſtin 
Prayers for Children according to their dif- 
ferent ſucceſſive ages: This made it neceſſary 
for me to diſtinguiſh them by different titles, 
(viz.) The Infant's Prayer at three or four 
years old; and from thence to ſeven or eight, the 
Young Child's s Prayer: From eight years old to 
ten or twelve, the Child's Prayer: From thence to 
fourteen or fifteen, the Youth's Prayer may be 
uſed : And from fifteen they may make ſome 
uſe of the Young Perſon's Prayer, ill by holy 
diligence, and the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, 
they may be enabled to pray without the neceſ- 

iy of ſuch helps as theſe. 

Every careful reader will obſerve how much 
El | T have endeavoured to ſuit theſe Prayers to the 
If. underſtanding and to the memory of Children in 
We their younger years of Life, and that both inthe 
| [ ſenſe and language of the compoſures, as well | 
1 as in the length of them. According as children 
i | improve more or leſs in their underſtanding and 
1 capacity, ſo they may ſooner or later one ro 
11 the more advanced Forms, 


| | a 2 
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» er 


8 


I. 7 was willing to put into moſt of theſe 
Prayers, as far as poffible, the moſt common 


and general, the moſt eaſy, | neceſſary and 
practical notions that relate to Religion, or 
:frine 


the moſt important principles of 
and Duty both toward God and toward Man, 
that children according to their different capa- 


cities and years, might be put in mind of them 


whenſoever they pray: And where fome of 
theſe are omitted in the Morning- Prayer, they 


are generally inſerted in the Evening, eſpecially 


in ihe longer Prayers, as the growinfs age and 
capacity of Children permitted me to enlarge. 

Among theſe common and important princi- 
ples I efteem ſuch attributes of God as his per- 


felt Knowledge er Wiſdom, his alnighty: 


Power, his hatred: of Sin, his general Good- 


neſs, and bis Mercy to repenting Sinners. 7 3 


add alſo ſuch characters of God as our Creator, 
our Preſerver, our Father, the Author of all 


our Bleffings, our righteous Governor, and 


our final Judge and Rewarder. Theſe ideas 
of God are within the reach and capacity: of 
Children. © | | 281 

In this rank I place a Senfe of our Duties 
to God, (viz.) Fear, Love, Faith, Hope, 


Obedience, Sc. and Duties to Man, (vix.) 


Honour of Superiors, Truth, Love, c. 
4A Senſe of Sin, and the Puniſhment due to 


it, the diſtinction between Soul and Body, 


the Souls ſurvival of the Body, and à State 


of Happineſs or Miſery hereafter, according 
io our behavior here, the Wrath of God in 


Hell, 


Four 
* * 
l 
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Hell, which is threatned to impenitent Sinners, 


and the promiſes of dwelling with God in 
Heaven, 70 thoſe who have fulfil d the various 
duties of Religion and Holineſs here on earth. 

add Petitions for pardon of Sin, for the 


knowledge of Duty, and ability to perform 
it, whether it be Duty to God or Man, to Pa- 


rents, Rulers, Friends, &c. Petitions for all 

needful comforts of Life, and preſervation 
from all the follies and iniquities, the dangers 

and evils of every kind to which Children are 

expos'd, Jogether with thankſgivings for Mer- 
cies which they have already receiv'd. 


- Among theſe neceſſary things alſo I efteem not 


only the doctrine of the guilt of Sin, but alſo the 
want of a Mediator to reconcile us to God, the 
Doctrine of Chri/ as the Son of God coming 


down to earth, dying to make. atonement 


for our Sins, riſing again, aſcending to Hea- 
ven, and interceding for us there, and for 
whole ſake Mercies here on earth are be- 
ſtow'd upon us. 7is neceſſary alſo to conſider 


Him as the Lord of all, who ſhall come at laſt to 


judge the World, and to whom our obedi- 
ence and worſhip are due, as well as to God 


the Father. | 


o theſe I may add the Doctrine of our 
own ignorance and our weakneſs to learn 
and practiſe Religion by the power of our 
own Spirits, and the need that we have of the 
inward teaching and aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
of God, whoſe influence we ſhould teach Chil- 
dren to ſeek early. Such ſubjefts and notions 

F as 
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as theſe I kept generally in my view,' and en- 

| deavour'd to work them at leaſt into the long- 

er compoſures, and to give ſome hints of them 

in the ſhorter. © ot 1653 0 IH 

III. Zet I muſt confeſs I have been cautious 

of mingling ſuch ſublime notions in Divi- 

nity, as are utterly too hard for Children to 

Z underſtand: and for this reaſon in the Prayers 

I for Infants and young Children, Cc. I have 
omitted ſome of theſe things which are men- 
tion'd in the other following compoſures; for I 
am well ſatisfy'd that the beſt way of teaching 
Children, both in matters divine and humane, 
zs to lead them into ſome tolerable idea and con- 


ception of all the things ſignified by the words 
| they are taught to uſe as ſoon as thoſe words 
; are taught them; that they may not be at- 
2 cuſtom' d, _ in their younger days, to deal in 
: mere ſounds, to talk without ideas, and to 
ſpeak words and ſyllables without a meaning. 
4 hope no reader will be ſo unjuſt, as to ſup- 
* poſe I would require in Children a very diſtinct 
4 knowledge (and much leſs a perfect or compre- 
, henſive notion) of all thoſe things of Religion 
1 which go to compoſe a Prayer : This is not at- 

3 7zain'd by Men, or indeed attainable. All that 
r Laim at, is to have Children taught to frame 
"| fome tolerable conception of what is meant by 7 
> the words they: pronounce, that they may not 
* ſay any part of their Prayers like young Par- 
ir rots, without any meaning at all, or as the 
3 Pater Noſter's and Ave Mary's are uſed in the 
_ Church of Rome, where they ſay their Projers 
as in an unknown tongue. Pore: 


Perhaps ſome may think 1 have tranſgreſt 
this rule in mentioning the mediation of Chriſt, 
in the Prayers for Infants, and the aſſiſtance 
of the holy Spirit in thoſe which are com- 
pos d for young Children. But I was not 
willing to let Children paſs ſeveral years of 
Life, without ſome hints of thoſe to moſt 
peculiar glories of our Religion: And far this 
reaſon 1 defire Parents and Teachers to acquaint 
Children early with the moſt eaſy aud general 
notion of theſe things, that they may uot uſe 
#heſe words merely by rate. 

IV. I was defirous to frame all the expreſ- 
ſions in ſo general a manner, as might not 
offend the ſpirits of good Chriſtians of diffe- 
rent opinions, nor ſavor of a narrow party 
ſpirit, and betray Children into a party-zeal 
in their early years. Zis this Jays the foun- 
dation of long uncharitableneſs, and ſullys the 
beauty of the Goſpel which is a law of love. 
- 22 N bo dene 
Setts of Cbri ſtiaus are mingled aud made up 
it h A Prayers of Children, they receive an 
early and laſting prejudice that there is ſome- 
thing very ſacred and divine in all the words 
they are taught to uſe : The little creatures are 


| hereby lifted into a party from their infancy, 
4 and grow up to contend with fury in their ma- 
1 turer age for that which they pray d for almoſt 
4s foou as they could ſpeak, I have endea- 
—— wour'd therefore to avoid thoſe expreſſions 
1 wwbich would be offenſve to pious minds on 
1 this accounts OY 
| it 1 By 
1 Xs 


2 8 


3 
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By obſerving this caution alſo, I have reaſon 
to hope that theſe compoſures may be made more 
extenſively uſeful, becauſe they are leſs offenſive 

to the various denominations of Chriſtians. 
As for thoſe perſons who will cavil at every 


F ſentence that expreſſes the ſacred neceſſity of 


the Trinity, the corruption of our nature, he 
operations of God's holy Spirit, the atone- . 


ment of Chriſt for fin, or the Doctrines of 


divine Grace, I am not ſollicitous to comport 


with their ſchemes, nor confine my ſelf to ſuch 


Models as would exclude the peculiar Revela- 
tions or the chief Bleſſings of Chriſtianity out of 
Chriſtian devotions. | | 
V. I have taken care to uſe various forms 
of doxology, according to the examples of 
Scripture: Not that I think a doxology is 
neceſſary in its ſelf at the end of every Prayer, 


For there are many more ſcriptural Prayers with- 


out it than with it: But herein I have com- 
ply'd with preſent practice, in which 'tis gene- 
rally uſed, and eſpecially fince it cloſes the Prayer 
which our Lord taught his Diſciples, commonly 
called The Lord's Prayer. * 
When I uſe any of the doxologies of Scripture 
in the Prayers for Children, which are not 
quite ſo eaſy to be underſiood by them, I have 


 paraphras'd or explain'd ſome of the words. 


This leads me to the next particular : 

VI. It coſt me much labour to expreſs all 
the ſacred ſentiments ef Religion, in the moſt 
plain, familiar and eaſy Language: and J 


Hope the plainneſs of the ſtyle will not be an 


a effence, 
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offence, ſince tis the only way to bring theſe 

things within the reach and capacity of young 
45 Children; and this I have fcaree ever het ſeen 
It: [ done with ſufficient care in any forms, tho' they 
[ill were made on purpoſe for Children. | 
11/88 For this reaſon I have not only avoided in | 
| the Prayers for Children in their younger years, | 
all long hard words that have been introduc'd 


11 into divinity by the inventions of men, but even 
[1338 many of thoſe more difficult words which the. 
1 Scripture it ſelf uſes, ſuch as Redemption, 
1104 Communion, Sanctification, Mortification, 


Propitiation, Regeneration, &. as ſuppoſing 
Children to have but very confus'd or miſtaken 
ideas under them. Nor was I willing to uſe me- 
zaphorical expreſſions, ſuch as the Lamb of 
God, or waſhing away our fins in his own 
blood, or fitting at the right hand of God, 
c. without ſome little explication of them. 
LT have therefore generally ufed literal expreſ- 
fons, to ſigniß the religious ſentiments which I 
introduce into theſe compoſures; unleſs it be 


1F  *ubere thoſe literal expreſſions would be more 
1% | 5 BE | * : 
1 difficult to be under ſtood, and where the meta- 
1128 phors being very common, would more eaſily con- 
will Dey ſufficient ideas into the minds of Children. 

Fitt | And *tis for this reaſon, that where mention 


"gt 2 is made of Chriſt and of the holy Spirit, and 
14119 86 of their offices in our ſalvation, I have ſeldom 
U . Zhought it ſufficient to expreſs theſe things in the 


brief, uſual forms, (viz.) through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, or by the holy Spirit, hut have 
enlarg'd 


r 
* N * — 
% -iþ : 


enlarg' d the manner of ſpeech, to make the true 
ileas of thoſe great Dottrines appear plainer. 


VII. 17 was /ollicitous to frame the firſt 
ſentence of every Prayer, in a way ſuited to 
the time or occaſion, whether of morning or 
evening worſhip, or an the Loxd"s-day z that {0 
Children, by having the fir ſt Paragraph in me- 
mory, might be always directed when to uſt 
them properly, and not miſtake the proper times 
and ſeaſons for each of them, when their book 
was. not at hand. | 5 
VIII. 7 always endeavour'd to vary the ex- 


preſſions in every Prayer where the ſame ſen- 


timents are repeated; and eſpecially to begin 
every ſentence as far as poſſible, with a diffe- 


rent word, or in a different manner, and not 


to uſe any remarkable word twice in the 
ſame prayer where I could avoid it. 
I muſt confeſs, that by reaſon of the great 


ſcarcity of ſuch plain and familiar words, as 


are under ſtaod by Children, I found this part of 
my work exceeding difficult : And yet I bave ſet a 


further guard upon my ſelf ſtill, ſo that I have 
ſcarce ever uſed the ſame three or four words _ 


together in any two of all theſe Prayers; but 
endeavour d to vary the phraſe perpetually z be- 
cauſe if the ſame words were repeated, Chil- 
aren would be too ready torunout of one Prayer 


into the other, when they repeat them by Heart; 
and they would thereby join two diſagreeing 
parts together, being led by the track and ſound 


of the ſame words again occurring to them. 


2 a 2 : | Be- — 
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Beſides alſo, this variety of exp effion being 
Ireaſur'd up in the memory, will tend to fur- 
niſh and prepare them in their advancing years © 
to pray without à form, which deſign I have 
always kept in view. | 

IX. I thought it proper alſo to caſt ſome 
of theſe compoſures into a method, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral parts of Prayer, (viz.) 
Adoration, Confeſſion, Petition, &c. which 
are explained more at large, in my book call'd A 
Guide to Prayer : Hereby 1wo ends will be 
attain'd : 

Firſt, Children will more caſo iy learn by 
heart what is diſtinguiſb'd into divers para- 
graphs: and in the next place, they may learn 
the nature and parts of Prayer by the uſe of theſe 


very forms: and they will hereby eaſily know 


when and where to add, or alter any expreſſion, 
as they grow up to greater underſtanding. By 
this means they may be inſtructed how to frame 


Prayers for themſelves, and by the bleſſing of 


God on theſe aſſiſtances, they may obtain that 
which we call the Gift of Prayer, or an , 
zo pray properly on all occaſions. | 
In the Prayers that are compoſed for young 
perſons, I have endeavour'd for the moſt part 
to follow the ſame rules as before; except only 
that I have with more freedom admitted Va 
rious modes of expreſſion of a little higher rank ; 
ſuppoſing that as perſons are grown up to ma- 
turer years, they are capable of underſtanding 
the common forms of ſpeech which are uſed in 
rare; and in the language of our publick 
worſhip, 
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worſhip, which is chiefly adapted to the under- 
ſtanding of grown perſons rather than of chil. 
dren. 1 | 
In the ſhorter forms of occaſional Confeſ- 

ſion, Petition or Thankſgiving, &c. I have 
endeavour d ſo to contrive them, that they may 
be wrought into the body of other Prayers, or 
may be us'd alone at proper ſeaſons. 
| X. Since I have in all this work aimed at 
A FF brevity and plainneſs, I hope my friends will 


be excuſe me, that I have not drawn out any of 
the devour ſentiments here expreſt into large 
by and pathetick forms of expreſſion: This Icon- 
a- feſ would have added more life and ſpirit to 
vn each compoſure, and perhaps might have had its 
ſe uſe to awaken the pious paſſions into a warmer 
w KF exerciſe. But then every Prayer muſt have been | 
un, © auch longer, and I conſider d for whoſe uſe they 
By * were written. Children muſt not be over-pur- 
me Aiened and tired, when we would allure them to 
of the practices of early piety. © " 
at. Fan perſons deſire to ſee patterns of devo- 4 
iy * tion, wherein pious ſentiments are drawn out 


into more copious and affefting language, they 
g may find ſomething of this kind in the devotional 


rt KF writings of Biſhop Patrick, Mr. Dorrington, 
ly Mr. Meriton, Mr. Jenks, and the Author cf 
a= the Chriſtian Monitor, and ſeveral others, 
'; = which may be of excellent uſe to teach younger 
a- Chriſtians what to pray for, and in what man- 
ug | ner to expreſs themſelves. And above all [ 
in would recommend to them the late Mr. Henry's 


ck Method of Prayer, wbere the devout expre/- 
2 5 „ E ſions 
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ſions of the holy men of God, in Scripture, are 
ranged under à variety of heads or common pla- 
ces, ſuited to the ſeveral parts of Prayer, and 
the different occaſions of the Chriſtian life : On 
this occaſion alſo [would recommend Mr.Bennet's 
Chriſtian Oratory as an excellent work; and 
Mr. Murrey has given good examples of Cloſer 
Devotions on the principal heads of Divinity 
in the expreſſions of Scripture. But for me 70 
have dwelt long on each devout ſentiment, would 
81 been inconſiſtent with my deſign in this 
ook. © 0 
It would be endleſs to give a full account of 
all the reaſons that inclin'd me to frame and 
expreſs the particular parts of every one of theſe 
compoſures in the manner in which I have done it. 
There is ſcarce one word in all theſe forms which 
1 have not ſet down and reviewed with ſome 
care, and committed to the peruſal of ſome of 
my friends. Net after all my diligence and ſol- 
licitude to ſerve the intereſts of religion in the beſt 
manner I could, and to pleaſe all pious perſons. 
in this part of the education of their Children, 
1 foreſee ſome ſcruples which will ariſe, a few of 
_ evbich it may not be improper to relieve, or at 
leaſt to attempt it. 
Perhaps ſome perſons may object and ſay, 
That Children ſhould not be taught to uſe the 
words, Our God, our Father, our Saviour, 
left it raiſe in them a notion of their own per ſonal 
intereſt in God and Chriſt, as their God, their 
Father, their Saviour, without due grounds, and 
before they have any thing of ſerious religion 
begun in their hearts. ES 


N * 
* 
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To this J anſwer, there is à very good ſenſe 


 evherein theſe words, Our God, our Father, 


our Saviour, may be us'd without implying that 
peculiar intereſt in God or Chriſt, which be- 
Jones only to real inward Chriſtians. 


Is not God our God, and our common Fa- 
ther, as we are creatures and the Works of his 


Bands? Is he not the God of the Spirits of all 
fleſh, as well as the Father of Spirits? Numb. 
XXVii. 16. Heb. Xii. 0. J he not our God whom 
we own and adore by Prayer and Praiſe, -and 
all divine worſhip, in oppoſition to idols, and 10 


the Gods of other nations ? Plal. cxv. 3. 1s not 
God the Saviour of all men, but eſpecially of 
thoſe who believe? 1 Tim. iv. 10. Was not 
Judas, among the reſt of the Apoſiles, taught to 
/ay Our Father which art in heaven? Are 


not Moſes and the Prophets full of ſuch expreſ= . 
fions? Do they not tell all the nation. of the 


Jews that God js their Father and their God, 


their Saviour and Redeemer, though thouſands _ 
of vicious perſons were among them, who had no 


inward ſpiritual relation to God as their God 
and Father or Saviour? 


From all which we may infer that theſe ap- 
propriative words, our God, our Father, and 


our Saviour, do not neceſſarily imply a perſonal 
Intereſt in the ſpecial love of God, or the ſalva- 
tion of Chriſt, but a general relation to God 
as his creatures; or a general relation to Chriſt 
as a part of mankind, whoſe nature he aſſum'd, 


and whom he came to ſave; or as parts of a na- 
tion profeſſing the one God and ihe religion of 


Chriſt, But 


But here I wauld obſer us once for all, that 
whereſoever any word, expreſſion or ſentence, is 
not agreeable to the taſte or ſentiment of Parents 
or Teachers, or not ſuitable to the caſe or cir- 
cumſtances of the Child, tis à very eaſy mat- 
ter with a pen to blot it out, and to put in 
what they pleaſe in fiead of it in the margin, Or 
F what I have written may but incourage and 
excite them to compoſe other and better Prayers 
for their Children, I have attajn'd my end, and 
Gall rejoice in it. 

Ansther objection is this, (viz.) that ſeveral 
of theſe Prayers are too long for Children to learn 
by heart at thoſe reſpective ages, for which 

theſe Prayers ave deſigned; and if they uſe them 
in worſhip, they can do nothing. but read them 
for a great while at leaſt, 11 
Anſw. rſt. I had a defire to inſert into the 
Prayers of every day, moſt of the neceſſary and 
important things of practical religion, that I 
F. could ſuppoſe Children of thoſe different Ages might 
*. apprehend; and tho 1 ever kept my deſigned 
* brevity in my eye, yet this defire has drawn 
»Þ rthemto ſuch a length: But I am well perſuaded, 
F © that almoſt all Children of thoſe ages, with a 
moderate ſhare of capacity, may be taught by | 
degrees to retain thoſe different Prayers in their 
memory, if they are firſt taught to underſiand | 
them well. 1 confeſs, if they muſs learn them | 
merely by rote, without any underſtanding, WF 
that is a hard task indeed, and what I would 
never impoſe upon. any man, woman or child. i © 
Zis bard work to learn any ſet of words without ( 
SW I | a Mead n- 
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a meaning to them: and there is as little reli- 
gion in it as there is reaſon, tho the words with - 


their proper meaning may carry never ſo much 


reaſon and religion in them. 


Anſw. 2d. If ſome of the Prayers for Chil- 


dren and Youth be too long, tis eaſy for the 
Parent to ſirike out the ſentences which are leſs 
neceſſary, or to include them in two brackets, 
thus [] and let the Child omit them. And 
thus alſo in the Prayers for young Perſons, 


which Jam ſenſible are too long, every one may 
leave out what they pleaſe, for they are ſuppoſed 


by this time at leaſt to be capable in ſome mea- 


ſure of determining what is moſt ſuitable is 
their preſent ſentiments and circumſtances. 


But J anſwer Thirdly, Where would be the 
crime of it, if Children and young Perſons 


ſhould read over theſe Prayers ſeriouſly in a way 
of worſhip to God every morning and every night, 


while they are learning them by heart? Muſt 
there not be a time to learn their prayers, tho 


they were never ſo ſhort ? And why may not the 

ſerious and ſolemn repetition of them morning 
and evening with their hearts lifted up to Gd, 
aſſiſt their memory to retain them the. ſooner ? + © ? 


Muſt they be bound to riſe every morning, and 


lie down every evening without any acknowledge 
ment of God, till they can ſay a Prayer perfect 
without book ? There may be ſome few Memo- 


ries ſo very feeble, that perbaps at ſeven Tears 


old they could hardly retain and repeat with 


conſtancy and perfection the young Child's, or 
even the Infant's Prayers for morning and 


c ven- 
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want of that underſlanding, defire and affeion, 
that will ſpoil all pretences to devotion, whether 
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evening: And is this a ſufficient reaſon why 
they ſbould never pray ta God, or praiſe him, till 
they arrive at that ages g 

am verily perſuaded that the youngeſt Child 


that can be inſtructed to underſtand theſe Pray- 


ers, might hear the Father or the Mother read 
the ſentences over one after another, and with= | 
out offence to God, might religiouſly repeat them 

after their Parents, in a ſolemn manner addreſ. 
fing themſelves to him. This is the uſual way 
whereby Mothers teach their young Children 
to get any leſſon by heart And [cannot but think 


that theſe- young Eſſays of Devotion practiſed in 


this manner, would be very pleaſing to God; 
and the Infant-wor ſhippers would be accepted at 
the mercy- ſeat, thro" the interceſtonof Jeſus our 
ft eur ow compoſing of @ Prayer, no 
the reading of a Prayer compos d, nor be ſaying 
it over without book, or repeating it after another, 
that is either neceſſary or ſonful in it ſelf: But 
"tis the underſtanding and inward defire and af- 
fection accompanying the words that render the 
work of Prayer pleaſing to God: and 'tis the 


#he words be read or ſaid without book. 
Tet I muſt own tis far better to get ſuch 


Prayers by heart, than always to continue read- 


ing them upon many accounts: For by this 
means Children will be able to pray at any 
#ime when they have no book near them, or 
when they are in the dark and cannot ſee 3 
& TT” read. 


uſe to them upon ail octaſions; 
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read. Hereby alſo Children will vreaſure up 4 
variety of ſacred matter and devout language, 
which will furniſh their minds. for Prayer in 
their growing gears, and will be ferns of 
For, as. I have 
intimated before, ſo I repeat it again, I wbuld 
not by any means conſiue perſuns to any ſet. forms, 
whenſoever they are capable of praying pertinent- 
Jy without them; but {would willingly. belp them 
onward to 4tain this capacity at ibe ſame time 
that I aſſiſt the devotions of their Childhood. - 
And may the:good Spirit of God make. theſe 
compoſiires uſeful to draw the hearts of Chzl- 
dren near to'the throne of Graze, "and to train 
up their tender age in a conſtant courſe bf re- 
Iigious worſhip, till he ' ſhall inſtruct them to 
Pour out their ſouls before God in more free and 
various addreſſes, according to the variety of 
their occaſions and lircumſtances. And may 
our lips aud our ſouls at all ages of life, con- 
verſe with God by Prayer, — ferveney and 
divine Profit in #his finful uurid ef wants and - 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
I. Ore Lyrice : Poems chiefly of the Lyrick. 
| Kind. In three Books. With the Au- 
thor's Effigies. The fifth Edition, corrected. 
II. Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, in three 
Books. The Ninth Edition. 

III. A Guide to Prayer: Or a FR and ra- 
tional Account of the Gifr, Grace, and Spirit of 

Prayer, &c. The Fourth Edition. 

IV. Divine Songs, . attempted in eaſy Lan 
-guage, for the Uſe of Children. The Seventh 
Edition. * 

V. The Pſalms of David imitated in the Lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, and apply'd to the 

MY Chriſtian State and Worſhip. The Third and 

Sixth Edition. 

Vl. Sermons on various Subjects. In 3 vol. 
Together with a ſacred Hymn annexed to each. 

VII. The Art of Reading and Writing 

Esagliſb. The Third Edition. 

1 VIII The Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity: 


Or. Father, Son, and Spirit, Three Perſons and 
One God, aſſerted and proved, G . 
IX. Death and Heaven; or the laſt Enemy 
conquer d, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect. 
The Second Edition. 6 
* X. Seven Diſſertation relating to the Chriſ- * 
tian Doctrine of the Trinity. In two Parts. 
5 XI. Logick, or, the right Uſe of Reaſon in 
the Enquiry after Truth. The Second Edition. 
XII. The . 28 0 of the Heavens and the 


Farth made eaſy. 28 2 62. 1 
XIII. A 2 "gan emptations to * 
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COMPOSED 7 
*T & 
h For the Uſe and [mitation of 
n- I [ 
” C | L D R E N. 
n 
ol. ee, - 
= Prayers for Tofints at three or - four 1 
ing | Tears old. =» 
: | The I nfant s Morning- When 
nd 
Sch” Lmighty God, the Maker of every 
my thing in heaven and earth, the dark. 
eck. neſs goes away, and the dayslight 


comes at thy command: Thou art good, and — = 
'riſ- | thou doeſt good continually. 4 
I thank thee that thou haſt taken ſuch care 

1 in | of me this night, and that I am alive and well . 
ion. this Morning. 
the | . Save me, O Lord, from evil all chis day 3 

| long, and let me love ind ſerve thee for ever, fox 1 
36 we ſake of f Jeſus Chrilt thy Son. Amen. 5 
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5 O Lord God, who knoweſt all things, thou 


8 


To be praijed for all the mercies that we receive; and that 


compriſed in very plain language, and very briefly in one 


2 Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 
_ The Infant's Evening Prayer. _ 


ſeeſt me by night as well as by day. 
I pray thee,-for Chriſt's ſake, forgive me 
whatſoever I have done amiſs this day, and 
keep me ſafe all this night while I am aſleep. 
I defire to lie down under thy Care, and to 
abide for ever under thy Bleſſing, for thou art 
a God of all Power and everlaſting Mercy. 


Note, The me? important things of Religion, which 
can be conveyed into the Underſtanding of a young Child, 
are theſe, viz. that God made all things, and knows all 
things ; that he ſees us every where, and is able to help 
us; that he is gracious and merciful; that we want his il , 
protection and care by night and by day, to keep us from 
evil, and to make us always ſafe and happy: that we 
are ſinful creatures, and want forgiveneſs, and that we 
ftand in need of his grace and help to do our duty : That 
all bleſſings are to be ſought of God by Prayer; that he is 


all aur hope of acceptance is on the account of Jeſus Chriſt | 
#he Son of God our Mediator. All which things 1 have 


or other of theſe two Prayers for Children in the very 
earlieſt years of life. It cannot be expected that all the * 
Aiſtinct parts of Prayer ſhould be particularly exemplify'd M 


zn ſo narrow a compaſs, and for the youngeſ? underſian: G 
. 7 rig 14. 


92 


If Parents deſire that their Children, as ſoon as 


ever they can pronounce words, ſhould acknowleage Ch 
God by Prayer morning and evening: there is one 


ſentence in each of theſe Prayers for Infants, which far 
may ſerve for that purpoſe, (viz,) "<p 


* 1 


Prayers for the Uſe. of Children. 3 


For the Morning. 
bu GAve me, O Lord, from evil all this day 
D long, and let me love and ſerve thee for 


d F For the Evening. 


art 1 I have done amiſs this day, and keep me ſafe 
e hos os got ; 


to 1 Pray thee, O Lord, forgive me whatſoever 


Ti he Infant's Grace before Meat. 


Bless me, O Lord, and let my food ſtrengthen = 
me to ſerve thee. for Jelus Chriſt's ſake. 
E =" lake 


The Infant's Grace after Meat. 


1 Deſire to thank God who gives me food to 
Feat every day of my life. Amen. 


Note, Parents ſpould take rare to inſruct their Chit 
aren tobat is meant by theſe common terms, Grace before 
Meat, and Grace after Meat, (viz.) that Grace before 
Meat, 7s to at of God that by his power he would make 
our food nouriſh us, and fit us for his ſervice. And that 
Grace after Meat is to give thanks for the good proviſion 
I hich he makes for us continually. 
1 I proceed to give ſome Examples of Prayer for young 


edge I Children, from four or five years old, to ſeven or eight. 


one Here let it be obſerved that I have made the In- 
hich N fant's Morning and Evening Prayer ſerve for the 
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4 Prayers for the Ute of Children. 


firſt ſentences of the young Child's daily Prayers, 
that I might render this duty as eaſy as poſſible to 
young Children, by only adding a few more Petitions 4 
to what they had already learned. 4 9 


7 he young” C hild's Morning Pier; 


Lmighty God, the Maker of every thing 

in heaven and in earth, the darkneſs goes 
away, and the day-light comes at thy com- 
mand : Thou art good, and thou doeſt good | 
continually. I thank thee that thou haſt taken | 
{uch care of me this night, and that I am alive 
and well this morning. Save me, O Lord, 
from evil all this day long, and let me love and ; 
ſerve thee for ever, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son. 

Beſtow on me every good thing that I hows 
need of for my body and my ſoul: Aſſiſt me 
by thy holy Spirit to do thy will: Make me 
always afraid ro offend thee, and let me live and 
die in thy favour. _ 

Hear the Prayers of a Child, O Lord, and 
pardon all my ſins, becauſe thy beloved Son 
died once on earth for ſinful creatures, though 
he never ſinned himſelf; and now he lives in 
heaven to pray * for them and fave them: Let 
his name be praiſed for ever and ever. Amen. 


2 


* Note; I had uſed the word intercede here, which 
frenifies only to pray for another; but 1 Ned That 
word was too hard for. a Child. | Es 


Prayers for the Uſe of Chilaren. 5 


The young Childs E vening Prayer. 


* 


O Lord God, who knoweſt all things, thou 
ſeeſt me by night as well as by day : I 
pray thee for Chriſt's ſake, forgive me what- 
ſoever I have done amiſs this day, and keep me 
all this night while I am aſleep. I deſire to 


lie down under thy care, and to abide for ever 


under thy bleſſing, for thou art a God of all 
power and everlaſting mere. | 
Bleſs all my friends as well as my ſelf: Do 
2 to them at all times and all places, and 
elp me always to ſerve them in love. 5 
And when J have done thy will here, by thy 
grace aſſiſting me, and enjoy d thy bleſſings on 
earth, then give my ſoul a place in heaven to 
dwell with thee there, and with thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt : for heaven and earth, and all things in 
them, are thine for ever and-ever. Amen. . 


Note, J ſhould here. have choſen rather the doxology 
of the Lord's Prayer, but I feared that young Children 


would not ſo well undet/tand it. 


| The young Child's Grace before Meat. 


J Entreat thee, O God, that the good things 
which Hear and drink, may keep me alive, 
and make me able to do thee. ſome ſervice, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son and our Sa 
viour. Amen. 5 Ret. 
B The 
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F Prayers for the Uſe of Chi laren. 


men ned, bis neceſſary 


The young Child's Grace after Meat. | 


T Thank thee, O heavenly Father, for my 

daily food, and for every bleſſing thou be- 
ſtoweſt on me: Accept my thankſgivings for 
Ehrilt's ſake. | Awen. | - 


7 proceed nom to the Examples of Prayer compo- 
ſed for Children from eight years old to ten or twelve. 


The Child's Morning Prayer. 


Get and gracious God, who haſt created 
Qall things by thy power, and governeſt all 
things by thy wiſdom; thou art the Author of 
all our bleſſings by day and night, I give 
thanks to thy Majeſty, that thou haſt given me 
reſt the night paſt, and that I am brought ſafe 
to ſee another morning. PN 

Preſerve me this day, O Lord, from every 
thing that may do me hurt : and whereſoever 
I am, let me remember the great God ſees me, 
that I may not dare to fin againſt him. 

I praiſe thee, that I 
have parents * and friends 
to provide food and clothes 
for me, and every thing 
elſe that T want : Do them 
_ I beſeech thee, both 

ere and hereafter; and 
give me grace daily to learn 
what they teach me, and wilingly to do ow 
| ey 


* Here, and in all 
other places where Pa- 
rents and Kindred are 


tha Children be taught 
to name only ſuch Kin- 
dred as they have living 


Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 7 

they command me, that I may pleaſe them in 

all things, and live as becomes one of thy Chil- 
I would praiſe thee alſo, O God, that thou 


4 haſt given us ſo good a King and Queen in this 
nation: Bleſs them and their Royal Family 


with all proper bleſſings, and keep us all in 
eace. | F 
1 [ deſerve no good thing from thee, becauſe I 


| offend thee ſo often; but I deſire to be ſorry 


for my ſins, and I pray and hope thou wilt 


I ſpare me, and ſhew me thy love, becauſe thou 


art a God of mercy, and becauſe Feſi#s Chriſt 
thy Son dy'd upon the Croſs to ſave ſuch Chil: 


dren as I am, from the pains of hel. | 
Now he is gone up to heaven to plead with + 


3 God for them, and to bleſs them: Grant, 0 


Lord, that I may ſee his face there hereafter, 
and ſing his praiſes. | 

To thee, O Father, to thy Son and thy ho- 
ly Spirit, I deſire to pay all honour and obe- 
dience, now and evermore. Ame. 


The Child's E vening | rayer. | 


O Lord our heavenly Father, thou haſt made 
the night for us to take our reſt, I pray 
thee look down upon me, and watch over me 
while I ſleep; for if thou take care of me, I 
need be afraid of nothing. 4s 
Accept the thanks of a Child for all the good 
things that I have this day receivd; and as I 
lie down in peace this evening, ſo let me _— | 
EN an 
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8 Prayers for the U ſe of Chilaren. 
and riſe again in peace in the morning to ſerve 
thee. 13-1 1 | e . 8 IJ 
Thou ſeeſt and heareſt every thing that I have 
ſaid or done all this Day: O pardon every one 
of my faults, and be nor angry with me, for 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt has ſuffer d death for our 
ſins, and I defire to truſt in him to ſave me 
from thy anger. 1880 


Let me learn to know thee while I am a 
Child, and begin to fear thee, and love thee, 
and to do thy will with delight; and I humbly 
ask that thy holy Spirit may inſtruct and aſſiſt 
me - all things needful for me to know and 
to do. bs 0406 261} 

Help me to honour my Father and Mother, 
to obey all my Teachers and Governors, to 
HE love my Brothers and Siſters, my Friends and 
AF - Neighbours, as I would have them love me: 
à Loet me not be an enemy to any perſon whatſo- 

ever, and ſuffer not others to be enemies to. 

me. 4 ; — , 4. 
I entreat thee, O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, 
give me every thing that is beſt both for my 1 
ſoul and body, for thou art-wife and gracious, 
and able to do better things for me than I am 
able to ask. 1 * 
And when I have ſerved thee to my utmoſt 
in this world, then take my foul to live with f. 
thee in heaven, where I ſhall ſerve thee far 8 
better than I can do on earth, and give thee 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 1 


The 


Us, 
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The ene or Touth's Prayer for Lord 90 
day Morning.” 


[To be uſed inf after the other Morning Proper. 


O God of power and grace, who haſt raiſed 
thy Son Jeſus from the dead the firſt day 
of the week, 1 pray thee raiſe m rang this 
day up to heaven where Jeſus Chriſt is. 
Thou haſt taught me to 8 2 it the Lord a day; 


O may J ſerve my Lord Feſ#s much upon his 


own day, and get more knowledge of him con- 
tinually. Let me know him as the Son of God 
and the Son of man, whoſe name is Emmanuel, 
or God with us, who redeemed ſinners witly 
the price of his own blood. | 


Let me love to hear and to W of: God 101 1 


Chriſt, and the things of heaven: Make me 
delight in thy worſhip, and learn what I muſt © 


believe, and what I muſt do to be ſaved from hell. 


Whether I am at church or at home, let me 
lay aſide both work and play from morning to 
night, that I may honour thee in the beſt man- 
ner I am able; and if I ſhould die while I am 
a Child, ſend thy bleſſed Angels te carry me 
up to the holy and happy Children in heaven, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 7 beſt ond 


Some Amen. 
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0 Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 


The Child's. or Youth's Prayer far rhe | 
e Lord s-aay Evening. oY 


[To be uſed juſt after the other E vening Prayer. 1 


Mor, holy and moſt merciful God, win | 
haſt given 4 this day chiefly to hear thy 
word, to pray to thee, and to praiſe thee. 

I thank thee that I have Friends to teach me 
the knowledge of God the Father, and of his 
only Son Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; and that 
thou giveſt us thy holy Scriptures, and ſendeſt 
thy miniſters to ſhew us the way to heaven. 

Remember not againſt me, O Lord, the 
tranſgreſſions of this day, but make me remem- f 
ber ſome of the good things J have heard qr 
tead at home or abroad, that I may hate every 
fin, and be more careful to perform thy com- 
mands. F 

Let me hope it thy mercy, through the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, in this world, and 
ſing thy praiſes among thy Saints and holy | 
Angels 1 in the world to come. Annen. | 


The Child's Gra race before Megs: 


1 Beſeech thee, 0 Lord, that the food which 

thou provideſt for me may ſtrengthen me to 

perform my daily duties; and as thou preſerveſt 

r of life, let it be ſpent in thy fear, for the ſake 
thy Son our r bleſſed Saviour. Amen, 
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Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 11 

Tue Child's Grace after Maat. 
MA. me truly thankful, O Lord, for my 
VE daily bread, and for all other mercies which 
I receive: And help me to love and ſerve. thee, 
the giver of all good, for Jeſus Chriſt's fake. 


Amen. 
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Men Children are ten or twelve years old, ac- 
cording to their different capacities, they may be taught 
re underſtand the ſeveral parts of Prayer, as I have 
eee them in the following compoſures : and 
for this purpoſe I have here given a ſhort account of 
heſe diſtinct Parts of Prayer, by way of Queſtion 4 
and Anſwer. A much larger and fuller account oo 
hem may be ſeen in my Treatiſe call d A Guide to 

Prayer. Gl 
cr Note, I have not written this Catechiſm for all Chill. 
er y ren to learn it by heart, but that Parents may teach Ys 4 
oms | wy Fara to underſtand the nature of the great Duty _ -» oy 
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7 CATECHISM, fo teach Children to 
pray, or Inſtructions in the Duty of 
Prayer by way of Queſtion and An- 
an,, n VER 
Queſt. T ELL me, my dear Child, do you 
know what it is to pray to God? 
hich Anuſiv. To pray, is to ask the great and mer- 
ne to iful God to beſtow on me the good things 
rveſt rhich LW... „ 
fake II. Qu. But doth Prayer mean no more than this 
Anſ. Prayer ſometimes ſignifies our ſpeaking \ 
The o God ina religious manner, about any thing 4 
5 . 4 a that 
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that concerns either him or us or the reſt of his 
Creatures. 7 
WW bo ffs is What are the chief Parts af Prayer? - 1 
ö Anſ. The chief parts of Prayer are theſe eight, | 
(viz.) Invocation, Adoration, Confeſſion, Pe- ; 
tition, Pleading, Self. reſ ignation, Thankſgiving, 
and Bleſſing; all which are contain'd in this ; 
ſhort verſe, 


Call upon G « ak conf 7 , 
Petition, plead, and then — 
Vo are the Lord's, give thanks, and bleſs, 
Aud a Amen conclude the Bray 2 


. IV. Qu. What do. on mean by Invocation ? 
Anſ. Invocation is a calling upon God, or be- 
fee to ſpeak to him, by ſome of his moſt] 
oly names or Titles, ſuch as, O Lord God. 
« Almighty God, my Maker and my Gover- 
& nor. Moſt holy and moſt gracious Lord 
«© our God. Moſt merciful Father. Our Fa. 
ce ther who aft in heaven.” O Lord moſt 
& high and moſt holy, The Creator of heaven 
& and earth, The God and Father of our Lore 
& Feſus Chriſt, and in and thro' him our Goc 
& and our Father. 
V. Qu. What is Adoration, 'or the ſecond 
pur of Prayer? 
Anſ. To adore God, is to think hig bly 
him, and to ſpeak humbly to him of the 
eſteem which we have of his Nature and of 15 


Works. W 
VI. Qu 


the Duty of Prayer. 13 
VI. Qu. How muſt we adore God on the 
account of his Nature? 3 1 
Anzſ. By making mention of ſome of the At- 
rributes or Perfections of his Nature, fuch as his 
BGreatneſs, his Power, his Wiſdom, his Holi- 
1 eſs and Juſtice, his Goodneſs, and the reſt, 
; g VII. Qu. Can jou give me ſome inſtances of all 
eſe © 1 | 
gi 1{t. If I adore his Greatneſs, I ſay, * Thou 
cart very great, and greatly ro be feared. 
„Thou art high above all our thoughts. 
„ „ There is none like thee, there is none can 
| * compare with thee. Thy glory reaches 
F< above the heavens. All creatures are as no- 


5 . thing before thee. Thy thoughts are hig 
; on © above our thoughts, as the heavens are abo ve 
he earth.“ 1 | 1 
dra. If I adore his Power, I ſay, Thou 

Lord © art almighty, and canſt do what thou plea- 


© ſeit in the upper and the lower worlds. Thou - 

art able to do far above what we can ask or 
think. If thou wilt work none ſhall hinder. 
en Who can reſiſt thy hand? Who can lift up 
himſelf againſt God and proſper?” 


art the only wiſe God, excellent in counſel, 
and wonderful in working, Thy ways are 
unſearchable, and thy judgments are a great 
deep. All things are known to thee, even 
the ſecret thoughts of our hearts. Thou 

5 ſeeſt us at all times, nor can darkneſs hide us 
* from thine eyes.” 


C . | * _ a_ 


3%. If I adore his Viſchm, I fay, „* Thou- , 
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* Governor, and wilt not ſuffer thy laws to be 


thy tender mercies are over all thy works. 


VIII. Qu. You have given a good account how 
God muſt be adored on the account of his glorious 
nature and attributes: Tell me now in what manner 
on would adore him on the account of his works. 
* Anſe By ſpeaking honourably of him, be-. 
cauſe of his works of Creation, Providence and | 
Grace, in our addreſſes to him. eld 
5 X. Qu. Will you give me ſome inſtances of this 
„„ 8 


Inſtructions in 
4thly. If I adore God on the account of his 
Juſtice, I ſay, „Thou art moſt 
holy in thy nature, and hateſt all ſin. Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity | 
with approbation, and finners ſhall not dwell 
with thee. Thou art a juſt God, arighteous 


8 
* - B72 * 
e n 


broken without divine reſentment. If thou, 
Lord, ſhouldſt mark and puniſh our iniqui- 
ties according to their deſert, no fleſh could i 
ſtand before thee; thy wrath would burn to 
the loweſt hell. pet! 
Sthly. If I adore the Goodneſi of God, I ſay, 

Thou art good, O Lord, and doſt good ; | 


Thy loving kindneſs is exceeding great, and 
thy compaſſions are new every morning. 
How gracious is our God, and how rich in 
mercy to all that call upon him! Thou art 
a God hearing Prayer, therefore we come to 
thee in all our diſtreſſes. As a Father pitieth 
his Children, ſo thou pitieſt them that fear 
thee. Thou art —— and ſlow to 
anger, and there is hope of forgiveneſs with 
thee. 


Arſe iſt. 
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the Duty of Prayer. 15 


Anſ. 1it. If I adore God for his Works of 
Creation, I ſay, „Thou, O Lord, haſt formed 
the heavens and the earth, and all things that 


uity c are in them. Thou didſt bring all ting 
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cout of nothing by the word of thy mout 

F< Thou haſt created all things by Jeſus Chriſt 
o be te thy Son. 
* me by thy power, and formed me for thy 


Thou haſt made and faſhioned 


ſervice. Thou haſt made the Sun to give 


c light by day, and the Moon and Stars to 


relieve the darkneſs of the night.” 


2dly. If I adore God for his Works of Provi= 
dence, I ſay, „Thy wiſe and powerful Provi- 


dence preſerves and governs all the works of 
thy hands. Thou ruleſt in the armies of 


heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth. 


Thou provideſt all things neceſſary for our 
life and ſupport. Wiſe and righteous are 
all thy ways, tho they are above our reach. 
zdly. If I adore God for the Works of his 
Grace, ] do it in this manner; * Tho' thou 
beholdeſt all the offences and the provoking 


crimes of mankind, yet thou haſt with-held 


thy vengeance, and manifeſted thy Grace. 


How wonderful is that love of thine, which 


ſent thy own Son, to ſave a loſt and miſera- 
ble world! How many thouſand ſinners haſt 
thou pardoned, and there is yer more par- 
doning Mercy to be found with thee. How 
glorious is the Grace which thou haſt offer'd 


© in thy Goſpel to creatures who had affronted 


thee by many rebellions ! How long has thy 
love waited upon us, while we have conti- 
0 * < nues 


16 Inſtructions in 


5 nued in our iniquities! Thou haſt providedl 
cc à rich ſalvation, and a thouſand bleſſings, and 
< put them into the hands of Jeſus our pt, 

that he might diſtribute them to ſuch un wor- 

thy creatures as we. What tongues of men 
or angels can adore thee anſwerably to ſuchj 4 
mercy ?”? | 5 


Note, There are ſeveral more particulars on the at 
eount of which God may be adored, ſuch as his Eternity 
his Unchangeableneſs, his Faithfulneſs, his Covenant oil 
Grace, his Promiſes, c. But theſe are ſufficient for af 


pattern of Adoration. _. - 
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K. Qu. What 5s the third part of Prager, 0 
Confeſſion? 

Anſ. Tis an acknowledgment that we are 
not only mean and inconſiderable creatures in his 
ſight, but that we are alſo guilty ſinners, and 
that therefore we deſerve puniſhment and not 
bleſſings at the hands of God. Ap 

Xl. Qu. In what manner may childrew conf | 
their meanneſs as creatures? 

Anſ. In ſuch expreſſions as theſe, Lord, 

& my original is from the duſt of the earth, and 

« I am not worthy to lift up my face toward 

& heaven. I am but a Child, and know my 

& of thee, and can do but little for thee. 

« deſerve nothing ar thy hands, I can wy cry 
« for thy free favour and bleſſing.“ 
© XII. Qu. How are we to confeſs. our ſins * 
Anſi iIſt. In general, thus, “ We are born 
ce fin, and we have too long liv'd in it. Ou 


& iniquities are many, tho our years are few 
| 5 Out 


the Duty of Prayer. 17 
% Our tranſgreſſions witneſs againſt us, O God, 
they are more than we can number: We 
= © have ſinned always againſt a gracious God, 
and we have ſinned too often againſt the light 
of our conſciences. I have deſerved that thy 
ny anger ſhould fall heavy on me, becauſe of 
g my manifold offences, I am a ſinful creature 
both by nature and by practice: I have bro- | 
be aff * ken thy holy commands in thought, word and 
ant deed, and therefore I have deſerved death and 
for a © hell. Shouldeſt thou have puniſh'd me for ever. 
thou wouldſt have been ever righteous, but 
I ͤmuſt have been miſerable without hope. I 
„ on can never make any recompenſe to God for 
RE all the diſhonours I have done him, there- 
e ar fore I lie at the foot of his mercy.” “, 
in hi} 2dly. We may make particular Confeſſions of 
, and Sins that we have committed, of our carelefnets 
d notftor neglect of duties, and of the particular ag- 
Pravations of our crimes, as being done againſt 
confeſWnowledge, againſt many warnings, G. 
XIII. Qu. What doyou mean by Petition, which 
Lords the fourth part of Prayer + | 
„ and 4. To make a Petition to God, is to ask 
»wardFſiim for mercies either for ſoul or for body, for 
littlq pur ſelves or for others. 1 
e. XIV. Qu. What mercies do jou want for your 
ly crul, which are call d ſpiritual Bleſſings? 
AA Anſ. “I want a ſaving knowledge of God 
fins *M the Father, and true faith in his Son Jeſus 
orn "FF Chriſt the Saviour. I want true repentance, 
Ou and to have my heart made ſincerely forry for 
few all my offences, I want pardon of ſin, and 
* ON , 3 


18 Inſtructions in 
ce to be receiv'd into the favour of God, and 
have a name and place among his children. I 
« want to be tranſlated from my old eſtate of 
& {in and guilt, and to be brought into the 
* privileges of the new Covenant thro' Chriſt 
Feſus. O that I might be made a new crea- 
ture, and converted ſincerely to God in my 
% younger years, before ſin, and Satan, and this 
% world have taken faſter hold of me ! I want 
„eto have my ſinful nature made holy by the 
ce powerful working of the Spirit of God in 
% me; O that Iwere changed from a vain and 
& evil temper into a ſpiritual, holy and heaven- 
F ly diſpoſition! I want to have all wicked 
& thoughts and ſinful deſires and paſſions ſub- 
„ dued, that I may love God and man, as I 
de ought, and perform my duty better to them. 
« would beg of God to direct me in all my 
« ways, and to preſerve me from every temp- 
ce tation and ſnare. O that J might becarry'd | 
c ſafely thro? all the dangers, and troubles of 
„ this life, be prepared for death, and be at 
e Jaſt brought ſafe to heaven!“ CR IRS 
XV. Qu. What mercies do you want for your body, 
or for this life, which are called temporal Bleſſings? | 
Anſ ** This body of mine wants daily food | 
« and raiment to preſerve its life: it wants 
&« health and ſtrength to do my proper work: 
<« it wants protection from dangers every day, 
ce and ſleep and ſafety every night: And I want 
<« a continual divine bleſſing on my labours and be 
ec ſtudies, and on all. my concerns in this th 
ec world, that they may turn to my preſent ſh 
&« and future benefit. XVI. Qu. Since 


| F 
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XVI. Qu. Since you have given ſo large an account 
of what you want for your ſelf, tell me what Petitions 
jou ſhould offer to God for others, which is proper- 


W; called Interceſſion? 


Anſ. I ſhould pray for my Parents, my 
Kindred and Friends, for my Teachers and Ru- 
lers, that proper bleſſings may be beſtowed on 
them all, and that my ſelf and others may be 
made wiſe and happy under their care. 1 
ſhould pray even for my enemies, that God 
would give them true repentance and forgive- 
neſs. I ſhould pray for all ranks and degrees of 
men, for Jews, Turks and Heathens, that they 


may be led into the way of Truth and Salva- _ 


tion, and eſpecially for the Chriſtian nations and 
the church of Chriſt in the world, that being 
deliver'd from the fear of their enemies, they 
2 grow in grace and holineſs, and com- 
„ 


XVII. Qu. What is the fifth part of Prayer, 


| hich is called pleading with God? 5480 
Anuſ. To plead with God in Prayer, is to uſe 


arguments in a humble manner with God to be- 
ſtow mercy on us. | 5 art] 
XVIII. Qu. What particular arguments are 


proper to uſe with God in praying to him? 


Anſ. We may plead with God to beſtow 
mercy, becauſe our wants and ſorrows are very 
great, becauſe God alone can help us, becauſe 
he is a God of infinite goodneſs and compaſſion, 


becauſe he has made many gracious promiſes to 


thoſe that call upon him, or becauſe he has 


ſhewn favour to our ſelves or others in the 
| | like 


20 Inſtructions in 
like caſe; and thus we may ſuit our particular 
arguments to our particular Occaſions. 
XIX. Qu. What is the great and general argument 
to uſe with the great God, in order to obtain mercy ? 
Anſi The name and merits of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, are a moſt powerful plea for ſinful crea- 
tures to uſe before a holy God, in ſuch lan- 
guage as this. Hear me, O Lord, and an- 
« ſwer my Prayers for the ſake of Jeſus thy 
„ beloved Son. Has he not ſuffer'd and 'dy'd 
cc on earth, to procure theſe bleſſings for ſuch] 
& finners as I am? Does he not live in heaven 
& to intercede and plead with thee for poor un- 
« worthy creatures on earth? O may Feſ#s our 
c“ great High-prieſt above, make our Prayers 
© and our Praifes acceptable to God our Father! 
- XX. Qu. What is the ſixth part of Prayer, 
that is, Self-dedication or Reſignation 2. 
Anſe It is a yielding up our fouls and bodies 
to God as our God, in and thro' the mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, together with a profeſſion of 
our humble and holy reſolution, to be the Lord's 
for ever. This may be done in fuch expreſ- 
fions as theſe. © Lord, I was given up to 
„ thee by my Parents in my youngeſt years, I 
Was devoted to thee by 
* Thoſe who were &« Chriſtian Baptiſm *, in 
not baptiſed in their © the early part of my life, ¶ to 
infancy, know be (c and I humbly hope that I tr. 
fo omit ſuch erpr, (. I am willing to confirm be 
frons A3 theſe 1 «Kc : . | TSS. YOM 0 1] 
Prayer. Theſe obligations, and to IN a 
&« give my felf up to thee I hi 
& now to be thine in an everlaſting Covenant. I ſu 


n 
5 | 


* „ 


* 
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„If J had ever any ſolemn thoughts and con- 
& cerns about my ſoul, I here repeat and confirm 
6 all my ſerious tranſactions with thy» Ma- 
& jeſty. I humbly lay hold on "wy Covenant 
c of Grace, and ſurrender my ſelf t 
* my Lord and my God, to rule me and dif- 
© poſe of me, according to this covenant, I 
„ renounce all my fins, and devote my ſelf to 
ebe thy ſervant : I renounce all other Saviours, 
& and commit my ſelf, foul and body, into the 
& hands of Chriſt as my only Saviour and my 
« Lorg: a 
XXI. Qu. What is meant by Thank giving, 
which is the ſeventh part of Prayer? 

Anſ. Thank ſgiving implies a grateful ſenſe of 
the goodneſs of God to us, together with a 
humble acknowledgment made to God, and 
praiſe offer'd to him, on account of all the bleſ- 
{ings we enjoy here, and all that we hope for 
hereafter; and that not only for ſuch bleſſings 
as, we have prayed for, but for ſuch alſo as were 


ev 


beſtow'd on us without our asking. 


XXII. Qu. What Bleſſings do we thank, God for, 
hich were freely beſtow'd without our asking for em? 

Anſ. If we look ſo far backward, as to ages 
before we were born, we may give thanks to 
Godeven for his eternal counſels of peace, in order 
to the ſalvation of fallen man, and for his ſacred 
tranſactions with Chriſt Jeſus, for our recovery, 
before the world began, or before man had actu- 
ally ſinned: We may bleſs his name for ſending 
his only begotten Son into our world to die for 


ſuch guilty and helpleſs creatures as we 2 
| an 


i 


o thee as 


22 Inſtructions in | 
and for revealing theſe wonders of mercy to 
mankind in the holy Scripture. 

But particularly we ſhould praiſe God, that 
we were born and brought up in a land where 
the Goſpel is preached ; that we have had a re- 
ligious education under the care of our Parents 
or other Friends; that we were nor bred up to 
worſhip idols of gold and ſilver, of wood or 
ſtone; that we were not deſtroy'd from our 
very childhood, but ſuffer'd to live and grow 
up to the knowledge of the ouly true God and 


FJeſus Chriſt his Son, hom to know is the way to 


eternal life; that we have our ſenfes and limbs, 
and our right underſtanding given us, and con- 
tinued to us, even before we were capable of 
taking notice of theſe Bleſſings. 5 
XXIII. Qu. How muſt we thank God for thoſe 
mercies which we have asked of him ? 


Anſ: Theſe are either ſpiritual or temporal 


Bleſſings, for our ſelves or for others; we may 


look back to the fourth part of Prayer or Peri- 


tion, and ſee a more particular account of them; 
and if we have received any of them as a ſpecial 
_anſwer to our Prayers, we then ſay, © We 
e praiſe thee, O Lord, that thou haſt conde- 


& ſcended to hearken to our requeſts, and to 


grant us this Favour.” 
XXIV. Qu. What is Bleſſing or Doxology 
which uſually concludes our Prayers? 
Au. This conſiſts chiefly in aſcribing glory 
and majeſty, praiſe and honour to God ss his 
*erernal due, and wiſhing the everlaſting conti 
nuance of his honours among his creatures. 
2 XXV. Qu. 1 


I 
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XXV. Qu. I. what manner ſhould 2e offer 


this Doxology or Bleſling * 
Anſ. Doxologies are uſually offer'd in ſome 

ſuch expreſſions as theſe, (viz.) + Thine is the 

“ kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. 


« Amen. To God only wiſe be glory through 


« Teſus Chriſt for ever. To him that is able 
& to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
« ask or think, according to his mighty power, 
% to him be glory in the church by Chriſt 
% Teſus throughout all Ages, world without 
« end. Amen. To him that is able to keep us 


I* from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his glory with exceeding = 


joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour be 
glory and majeſty, dominion and 
© both now and ever. Amen. Bleſſing and 
© honour, and glory and power be to him that 
« ſ{itteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for 
© ever and ever. Amen. To God the Fa- 
ther our Creator, to the Son onr Redeemer, 


and to the holy Spirit our Comforter, be 


© everlaſting honour and praiſe. Amen. To 
© thee, O Father, to thy Son, and thy bleſ- 
© ſed Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. To God our Maker, our 


F< Saviour and our Sanctifier, let all creatures 


© vive eternal praiſes. Amen.” 


Or upon the mention of the name of Chriſt 


oward the end of the Prayer, we may add, 
« To him that has loved us, and waſhed us 
from our {ins in his own blood, be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Or, 
To whom be glor 


both now and for ever. 
ng Amen, 
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Amen at the end of your Prayers? 


ſies Truth, or Surely: and *tis the ſame thing 


the foregoing expreſſions of our Lips; and that 


3 r ON 
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ions in 


« Amen. Or, To whom with the Father and 
„ his eternal Spirit, be honour, glory, and MW 
ee praiſe, without end. Amen. . t 
XXVI. Qu. What is the real difference between 
theſe three parts of Prayer, Adoration, Thankſ- K 
giving, and the Doxology or Bleſſing, ſince b 
Praiſe belongs to all of them: . 
Anſe Adoration is chiefly an aſcribing or of- 
fering praiſe to God, becauſe of the glorious of 
perfect ions of his own nature, or the greatneſs 
of his works, or ſometimes on the account of m 
his divine relations to his creatures. — 
Than giving is the praiſe which is offer'd to 
God for ſome peculiar inſtances of goodneſs ore 
- mercy to men, and particularly to our ſelves or be 
our friends. | | 


Doxology or Bleſſing in its complete ſenſe 1m-W, 
plies not only an aſcription of Praiſe and Glory, f 
but alſo an acknowledgment of the dueneſs off! 
it, and a deſire of the eternal continuance of his 
honours among his Creatures. 7515 

XXVII. Qu. What is the meaning of the word \ 


Anſ. The word Amen in the Hebrew ſigni- F 


as if we ſaid, ſo it is, and ſo let it be. By 
this word we declare that our hearts confirm all 


we defire and hope for the acceptance of our 
Peritions and our Praiſes. 
- XXVIII. Qu. Are all theſe parts of Prayer ne- 

Ceſſary to be inſiſted on every time we pray to God? 
Anſiv. No, by no means: for we ſhould 
5 | PO, ſhorten 


4 ES Eat 
% 


1 8 ſhorten or lengthen our Prayers, and f rame our 
1 Thoughtsand Expreſſions according to our par- 
ticular Caſes and Occaſions. But all theſe parts 
are mentioned here, that we might learn to know 
„every thing that belongs to the duty of Prayer: 
and indeed moſt or all theſe parts of Prayer may 
be very frequently uſed in our addreſſes to God. 
c XXIX. Qu. I it neceſſary to put the ſeveral 
H parts Prayer in this method and orden? 

G Anſiv. Neither is this nor any other certain 
oe method neceſſary : but the ſeveral parts of Pray- 
rer are mentioned here in this order, becauſe it 
ſeems moſt natural and eaſy to young begin- 
ners in Religion. A great variety of methods 
will be eaſily learned and practiſed afterwards, 
when Chriſtians arrive at greater acquaintance 
with divine Things, and attain farther skill in 
this neceſſary and daily part of divine Worſhip. 


Note here, 1/, In the Prayers for Children I have not 
ollowed this method, nor put in all the parts of Prayer 
particularly, becauſe I endeavoured to contrive every 
thing in them in the ſhorteſt manner. | 5 
Note 24ly, In the Prayers for Youth 7 have left out 
the fixth part of Prayer which is called Selt-Dedication 
or Reſignation ; partly becauſe few Children are come ſo 
| ar in the practice of Religion, and partly _ T would 
ung Horten every thing as far as poſſible. Under the head of 
By Hpleading 2/ % J have mentioned no other Argument but that 
all the Name and Merit of Chriſt. i: 
chat Note 34%), 4fter the Prayers for young Perſons 7 have 
particularly ſhewn how to vary and change the methods of 
Prayer, and to diſpoſe the ſeveral parts of this Duty inte 
2 variety of Form. 5 77:3 ROT 
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„ Having laid down ſo many Directions relating 
o Prayer in the foregoing Catechiſm, I proceed now 
ten „„ : " 
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Prayers for Youth of ten or twelve Vears a 
of Age. = 

T he Touth' s Morning Prayer. 1 

. [invocation] Lleſſed God, my heavenly t 
Father, fi 


[ Adoration, | It was hy Power that formed I n 


me at firſt, and thy Goodneſs has preſerved me 


all my life to this morning. R 
C Confeſſton.] I confeſs I am a ſinful Child; I tl 


I know but little of thee, and can do but little en 


for thee; and tho' I was given up to thee be- 

* This Sentence may times even from my In- fo 
moſt properly be uſed fancy *; yet I have done ti. 
oy theſe Children 2999 much againſt thee in break - m 
were devoted and given 

25 to God by their Pa. ing thy Commandments in 
rents in Chriſtian Bap- my Thoughts, my Wor ds, of 


her in their Infancy. and my Actions. 1 2 Iif 


 [ Petitions. 1. ] Have mercy upon me, O moſt of 
gracious God, and forgive me freely all my Sins ac 
and Follies, Let thy holy Spirit teach me to 


| know thee better; and turn my heart intirely tic 


't God in my younger years that I may not Pe 
grow old in Sin. Help me to obey. ah ch t uy ch 
Commands, to fear thy Threatnings, to tru to 
in thy Promiſes, and hope in thy Mercy as tit, 
3 to us thro ay eſe? in the Ooſpel. th 

( * Is 
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ith 'F2.] Make me able and willing to learn and 


remember the things that are taught me; nor 
let me ſpend my time in ſport and Was when 


0 I ſhould be better employ'd. 4 


i [3.] Let me be careful ro tel the truth 
\rs always, and abhor lying. Suffer not my lips 
to ſpeak evil of others, nor my heart to with 


any miſchief to them, nor wy hands to do them 


injur 

2 Keep me from wicked Companions, 

y chat I may not learn any of their ſinful ways: 

for I would fear to ſay or to do any thing that 
ed WM may diſpleaſe thee. 


me [5-] Provide for me, O Lord, Food Fry 
Rayment ; beitow on me daily all the good 


d; things that J want, and ſave me n evils of 
ttle every kind. 

be- [.] But if thou ſendeſt Gickneſs, Pa, or 
In- ſorrow upon me, enable me to bear it with pa- 
dne tience, and to repent of my ſins, which have 
ak- made God angry with me. 

in (7: And tho' I am young, let me fo chink 
ds, N of dying as to prepare for it every day of my 
lite, that I may ſtand before the lee 
ot of Chri# with good hope when he calls me to 
ins account for what I have done. 
to [8.] Bleſs all our Rulers that the whole Na- 
ely tion may be happy under their care. Bleſs m 
not Parents and Teachers; help me to obey hem 
hy cheerfully in what they command, and ſuban 
5 to them ee they reprove me. 


19] ood to all my Relations, RY 
chem: wi . n and let me ſhew' my 
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towards the Children of Men. I defire to praiſe 


Intreat thee to remember what thy dear Son 
Feſus Chriſt has done, and what he has ſuffered 
or ſuch ſinful Creatures as I am. Love and fave 
me, O God, for his fake; carry me thro' this 
World ſafely, and bring me hereafter to that 
_ Bleſſed World where he is. 


_ glorious God our Father, our Saviour, and our 


Sanctifier, be honour and praiſe to all eternity. 


4 


to the Son of God who dy,d to ſave us from 
Hell, and to the Spirit of God who-maketh us! 


on a — F 


28 Prayers for Touth. 

love to all Perſons, by doing to them as I would fit 

have them to do to me. 5 ai 
[ Thank ſgiving.] Accept my ſincere and hum- 

ble thanks, O Lord, for all thy works of mercy 


thee for ſending thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſave 
us, and for all the promiſes ot thy Grace which 
are written in thy Goſpel. I thank thee particularly 
for all the Mercies I have receiv'd ſince I was 
born; that IT was brought up in the knowledge 
of the true Religion; that I have enjoy'd fo 
much health and comfort. in this World, and 
that thou haſt let no Evil befall me this night, 
but haſt cauſed me to ſleep and awake in peace. hi. 

[Pleading in the name of Chriſt.] Tho' I have 5 
ſinned, and have not deſerv'd thy love, yet I WF. 


¶ Doxology or Bleſſing. Now to the 


and 


** . 


F „ ˙ fs 1H ET1 
To God the Father, to his Son and his holy 
Spirit be praiſe and glory for ever. Amen. 
find} Or thus more at l. 

Now to God the Father who made us at firſt, 


” 


„ 


U 
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d ft for Heaven, let al honour, praiſe and obe- 
aience be given here and hereafter. Amen. 


7 The Touth's Evening Prayer. © 
ie Wl 7vocation. JN A Oft high and moſt holy 
| b God, 2 * 2 4s | © 7s 
[ Adoration.) Thou dwelleſt in the upper 
orld where there is no night, but thou ſeeſt 
5 In the dark, and knoweſt all things: thou 
loveſt the Children that ſerve thee and pray to 
hee; but thou art angry with them that forget 
od, and practiſe imquity; . © . OOTY 
[ Confeſſion. ] I would be grieved for every 
hing that I have ſpoken or done to offend thee 
his day or all my life; and yer I find my ſelf 
o ready to offend thee every day, that I am 
b with my ſelf, and am aſhamed before 
e ils 1 e ißt eng 5 
[ Petitions. 1.7] Lord, pardon all my fins, and 
end me not to Hell for them; but give me 
nore Knowledge and more Grace, that wherein 
have done amiſs to day T may do bettet on 
ke morrow.. en DHPC TOOGTD 10 C17 TRI. 


he days of my youth. Let che think often 
f God and heavenly: things, and never forget 
he moſt uſeful Leſfons that are taught me daily. 
| [3.7 Beſtow the beſt Bleſſings of Heaven aud 


arth o my Gear Father and Mother, my Bre. 
hers and Siſters, and.. bleſs all my Kindred, 
Bleſs out moſt-excelfent King and Queen, with. 
F< -Fhole family 'of Princes. Preſetus the 
| * S Ky * 1 a 4 ; I "Ou # of SY ro- 
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(2.] Help me to remember my Creatas I. 
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vide for me and inſtruct me, and for every good 


ſous Chriſt thy Son, for he encourag'd Children 


. beſtow it. O may I meet him with joy. when 
he returns to raiſe the dead, and to Aae 


5 Prayers for Touth. 
Proteſtaht Religion among us, and let Mini- 
ſters and People be all taught of God. 

[4.] Make me love my Friends with moſt 
hearty affection: let me do good to all, and 
never hate them that hurt me, but forgive them 
as . hope God will forgive me. 

5+] Watch over me all this night, and ſtand 
5 a while I ſleep, and then no evil can come 
near me: cauſe me to awake in the morning in 
health and ſafety: and whenſoever my body 
dies, let my Soul live for ever in thy heavenly 
Kingdom. 

[Fhank yiving. 410 chat I could praiſe theeas 1 
ſhould do for the mercies which relate to my 
Soul as well as my Body; I would praiſe thee 
for my life and my health; for my daily bread 
and my cloathing 3 for my Friends who pro- 


30 


thing that thou giveſt me by night and by day 
in this World, and for any 955 of happineſ 
in the World to come. 

| Pleading in the name of Chriſt. ] ] Lord, hea 
the prayers of a poor Child for the ſake of 


to come to him when he was on Earth that he 
might bleſs them. Here he died to procure 
the bleſſing for them, and he lives in Heaven tg 


1 4 1 1 NE 
Dexology or Ble 587.1 Now to im t is 
able to er us, exceeding abundantly abovg 
What he can ask or think, be ** Feſim 
_ Chriſt to all 1 Amen. 0 


1 „ ©. 
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[Or this Doxology may be here uſed, (viz.)] - 
Now to him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his Glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wiſe God our Saviour be Glory and Ma- 
jeſty, Dominion and Power both now and fo 


— 
* 


ever. Amen. "al 


5 [or if the next Doxology be more plegſing.] 


orthy is the Son of God, who is the 


Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Bleſſing and 
Praiſe and Honour and Glory from every Crea- 
ture in Heaven and Earth. Amen. N 


| The Youth's Prayer for the Lord's day morning and even= 


ing is the ſame with the Childs, ſo that I need not repeat 


here. 


Or if Parents: defire a new Prayer for their Children © 


on the Lord's day, when they are grown a little older, 
they may teach them to uſe that which is made for ſeveral 
Children or Youths in Company, changing WE into 1, and 


vs into ME, and OUR into MY or MINE, and ARE inte 

Au, Ofc. {1 n 

And I would here give notice alſo that all 2 Prayers 
1 


and Graces which are compoſed for one ſingle Child may be 


afed by ſeveral Children together, if their Teachers will 


change the little Words, 1 into we, and ux inte us, and 


- MY or MINE into OUR, and AM into ARE, G. 


Dauths Grace before Meat. 
Cod. my Maker and my Preſerver, thou 
ut gracioufly pleas'd to 1 thy va- 
rious Creatures to become food for me, 


— 


tho! 1 


am very unworthy : Ivintreat thee that my 
healch and ſtrength may be maintain'd thereby, 
that I may ſerve thee with more care and dili- 


© 
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Okriſt our bleſſed Saviour. 


32 Prayers for Youth. 
gence every day of my life for the ſake of 


Amen. 


. 4 * 1 


Duthjis Grace after Meat. 


10 thee, O Lord, I render my humble 
and hearty thanks for all the mercies I 
enjoy, and for the food which I have now re- 


ceived. Let the Thankſgivings of my lips be 


attended with” obedience in my life, and let 
both be preſented by Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, and 
accepted of God our Father 1n Heaven. Amen. 


A was + Pra yer for ſeveral Children 


in Company. 


Y Reat and glorious God, c 
eternal and almighty King, 


| Adoration.] Thou haſt made the Sun in the 


b 


sts to give light by day, but thy Throne 


is above the Sun in the higheſt Heaven; yet 
thy Goodneſs takes notice of thy poor Crea- 


tures on Earth, and thou heareſt when Chil- 


dren pray to the. 
[ Confeſſion. ] Look down, oO Lord, and! pity 
us; for we deſire to be heartily- ſorry that we 


have ſo often offended thee by breaking thy 


Commindments; and when we are ſerious we 
are grieved to think that we ſhould be ſo 
ready to break chem again. 

Petitions. 1. ] Let not thy anger kite 1 atuſk 
us, O God of Mercy. nor puniſh us $ gur 
Files and ftfies deſerve, either in this World, 
or in the World to come. But when Tthot 
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bringeſt yon or trouble upon us, let us be pa- 


tient under it, and grow the better for it; al- 


ways conſidering er Sin is the res of ſor- 


TOW: 
[2.] Send thy good Spirit into our Hearts 
to ſubdue our evil inclinations. Make us new 


Creatures, and form us after the likeneſs of thy 


Son Feſus Chriſt, 

[3.] Preſerve us from the danger of evil 
Company, and let us chooſe and love them that 
are wiſe and good: nor ſuffer us to waſte thoſe 
hours in idleneſs or play which are allotted for 
our learning or work. E. | 

[4+] Keep our Hearts from malice and from : 
evil thoughts: preſerve our rongues from lying 
and flandering and all evil Words: withhold our 
hands from fighting and ſtealing and all evil 
area guard our feet from ry into miſ- 
chie TH 
[5.] Let us dwell together! in peace and love, 
and be ready to help one another at all times: 
nor let us dare to fin againſt God in ſecret, re- 
membring that we are always in his ſighglt. 

[ 6.] — us ſufficient Food and Rayment 
while we live; encreaſe dur ſtrength daily. Secure 
us from Sickneſs and from Death in our younger 


days, that we may do much ſervice for thee on 


Earth; and when we die, and our Bodies are 


cerca to the Grave, let our Souls be taken 


up to live for ever with thee and with thy Son 
Jeſus in the Kingdom of Glory. 
— We pray thee, bleſs all our dear and 
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they all come from thee. We give thee thanks 


all for the holy Bible which is thy Word, and 


thoſe Mercies that are proper for them. here, Nag 
and eternal life hereafter. 
[S.] As we adore thy Goodneſs, O Lord, 
in giving us a Proteſtant King and Queen, ſo In-. 


we ask thy richeſt Bleſſings to deſcend on them Wh 


and on all the royal houſe. May all our Rulers Wro 
govern us wiſely, and preſerve us in peace and A 
ſafety from Enemies abroad and at home. 

.] Give) wiſdom to all our Teachers that A 
they may inſtruct us in what is beſt for us to; 
know : aſſiſt us to learn every thing that is 

needful for us in this World, or that may help Hl 


us in our way to Heaven. And if our Parents 


or Governours ſee it neceſſary to correct us, let 
us not grow ſullen, but meekly ſubmit and take 
care to amend what we have done amiſs. - 
\ [Thankſgiving.] We praiſe thee, O Lord, 
for all the Bleſſings we have ever received, for 


for our reſt the laſt night, and that we find our 
ſelves in peace this morning; we bleſs thee for 
our Sight and our Hearing, for all our Senſes 
and our Powers of Mind and Body; and above 


for all the helps that we enjoy in order to the 
Salvation of our Souls. Let us ſo carefully 
fulfill all our Duties every day that we may 
come with delight to worſhip thee when the 
Evening R 1 1 
I Pleading in the name of Chriſt.] Heavenly 
Father, accept all our Prayers and Praiſes thro 
the hands of Jeſus Chriſt thy well beloved Son, 
Who. died for ſuch Sinners as we are, and roſe 


11. | again 


— 
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again and went to Heaven to pled. for us 


there. 

[ Doxology or Concluſs 12 1 Hleſſing and Ho- 
nour and Glory and Power be aſcribed to God 
the Father who ſitteth upon the Throne, and 


to Jeſus the Lamb of —_ for ever and ever. 
Amen. g 8 8 


An Evening Pra yer for Pg” Children 
Together in Company. _ 


Lord God Almighty, the 
Creator of all things in Hea- 


Invocation. 


ven and Earth, 
{ Adoration.] Thou haſt appointed the Night 


for reſt, and thou watcheſt over thy Children 72 4 
while they ſleep, fo that if we pleaſe thee we 
need not be afraid of any thing that can hurt 


us. Thou ſeeſt us in the darkeſt hours, and 


Wnoweſt all that we think as well as all that 
we ſpeak or do; therefore we would ever fear” IJ 


o fin againſt thee. Thou haſt all Power, and 
art rich in Mercy ; therefore we pray to thee. 
or every thing that we want. 
[ Confeſſion. ] But we deſerve no good thing 
rom thy hands: we are brought into. the 
orld with ſinful natures, and we have ſin- 
ned grievouſly againſt God. Too often have 


we done the things which thou haſt forbidden, 


and we have too often refuſed: or neglected to 

do what thou haſt commanded. 
Petitions. 1. ] Forgive we pray thee, all the 
evil Words that we have ſpoken, and all vil 
'-" Pl 


. * * 
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evil Works that we have done ever ſince we te 
came into this World: make us truly ſorry y 
for all our ſins, and let us repent of them hear- es 
tily here on Earth, that we may not be puniſht th 
for them in Hell. We are one day older than 
we were before, O that we might be ſo much 
the wiſer and better! ne Re 
[2.] Gracious God, take care of us all this 
Night, and raiſe us .up again in the Morning 
to get more Knowledge of thee, and to do 
more ſervice for thee. Let us daily be better 
prepar'd to appear before the Judgment-ſeat of | 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he ſhall come in Nna 
the clouds to call the world to account before Mis 
him. T5 9 af =, % or 
Iz. ] May our dear and honour'd Parents be o 
beloved of God, and let it be our conſtant de- 
light to pleaſe them. Bleſs our Kindred and i; 
Friends, our Governors and our Teachers, the Wy 
Rulers of the Nation, and the Miniſters of thy 
Church: Shew great kindneſs to them who 
ſhew kindneſs to us : forgive our enemies, and 
help us to forgive them, O Lord, as we hope 
hd pray for thy forgiveneſs our ſelves. And 
make us ſincere in defiring their good, who | 
have done us much evil. f 
* [Thankſziving.] O moſt merciful God, we 
render our hearty thanks to thee for all the 
good things that we enjoy ; we praiſe thee thar 
we have had food to nouriſh us this day, and 
have a bed to reſt on this night; that we have 
a houſe to dwell in, and clothes to keep us 
Warm; that we have Friends who gave us up, 
; 1 eee 


45233223 


\ 


2 


to thee in our youngeſt | 


y y ears . and Who take * This ſentence belongs 
"Un -— fend us im only to thoſe who have had 
care to min pious Parents or religious 


it things neceſſary for this Friend: But as this 
life, who teach us allo Prayer is to be uſed in 
thy holy word, in order company, very probably 


; this ſentence will agree to 
to guide us in the . circumſtances of the 


[Pleading in the name den. 

of Chriſt.) Tho' our 

Wcrvices are ndt worthy to come up before thee, 

Wy ct our bleſſed Saviour knows what Prayers, we 
ake: O that he would preſent them to God 

lis Father, that they may be heard and anſwer'd 

or his ſake, for it is our deſire to truſt in the 

Lord , -  --. 

| [Doxology.] To whom with the Father and 

is holy. Spirit, let us and all creatures pay 

verlaſting Honour. Amen. 


7 Prayer for the Lord's-day for ſeveral 
Children, or Touths in company. 


[To be uſed juſt after the Morning Praye * 
3 Lord our heavenly Father, thou haſt ap- 
pointed this day for thine own worſhip, 


nd haſt made it our duty to hear thy word, 
nd to offer up our Prayers and Praifes to thee. 


ve Idle thoughts, words and actions. When we 
us re taught the great truths of thy word, let us 
up Hake pains to remember them, and obey all thy 
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to Hife everlaſting. greateſt part of the Chil. 


Keep us, we pray thee, from all vain and 


1 


38 Prayers for Touth. 
precepts: When we read or hear thy promiſes, | 
let us firmly truſt in them and fear thy dread- 

ful threatnings: Let us know what our ſins are, 

that we may mourn for them; and let us learn 
who our Redeemer is, that we may love him, 
and give up our ſelves to him as our King and 
our Saviour. | 

O that we might be better acquainted with 
him who came down from heaven, and died on 
earth, to make ſatis faction for our offences, and 
to ſave us from fin and hell, who roſe again 
from the dead as on this day, and is gone beth 
us to heaven, to prepare a place there for all hig; 
followers: To him be honour and glory and 
thankſgiving for ever. Amen. | 


be] 


A Prayer for the Lords. day for ſeveral 
Children or Touths together in company. 


Iv be uſed juſt after the Evening Prayer. 


On of mercy, we give thanks to thee tha 
thou haſt given us another day of Grace 
that we poor ſinners may be acquainted wit! 
the way of falvation. _ LEY a 
O let thy holy Spirit teach us over agal 
the moſt uſeful things that thy word and th 
miniſters have taught us, and print them upo! 
our minds, ſo that we may not forget them no 
Let us know more of thee, and love thee bettef and 
all our lives by what we have read or heard th Pra 
ꝗ.f.iB bi. 


Le Prayers for Touth. ET 39 
es, Make us take delight, O Lord, in this ſort 
ad- of Imployment, and let us never grow weary | 
re, of it, that we may be fitter for heaven, where 
arn Saints and Angels worſhip thee continually, 
im, The Lord pardon all the fooliſh thoughts we 
ind have had this day! If our Hearts have been ſe- 
rious in any duty, we acknowledge it is the 
work of thy grace, and we praiſe thee for it, 
humbly hoping for the acceptance of our im- 
perfect ſervices, upon the account of the perfect 
Jobedience and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 

ſed Redeemer. Amen | 


W Grace before Meat for ſeveral Children 
. together. * 


A 


Cd 


Racious God and Father, who out of thy 
rich bounty art pleaſed to make daily 


ſhall ear or drink at this time, that it may nou- 


both to God and man, for the fake of Chriſt our 
Lord, and our Redeemer. Amen. | 


WGrace after Meat for ſeveral Children 
together. PEE 
WE render thanks to thee, O Lord, for 
the food and refreſhment'which thou haſt 
now given us. Help us to lay out our time 
and ſtrength in doing thy will; and let our 
thi Prayers and our Services be preſented to thee 
R vich acceptance, by the hands of Jeſus Chriſt 
I chy Son and our Mediator. Amer 
EA | 3 I pro- 


Wproviſion for us, we entreat thee, bleſs what we 


riſh us, and fit us to do all our duty chearfully © 
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| fed for young Perſons of fourteen or fifteen years 


utterly unworthy to come into'thy holy pre- 


that periſh. I am by nature unholy and un- 


40 Prayers for young Perſons : 


I proceed next to the Patterns of Prayer compo- 


of age, ſuppoſing them to be more capable of adding, 
omitting, or altering what they ſee fit, to ſuit their fu 
0291 caſe and occaſions, and of forming other Prayers 
for themſelves according to theſe examples. 


Morning Prayer for young Perſons. 


[ 1nvocation. Lord God moſt high and moſt i 
| 0 holy, the . Go- 
vernor and the Judge of all mankind. 
 [ Adoration.) I adore thy Majeſty, and wor- re 
Thip thee with humble reverence: Thou art in- 
finitely wiſe, powerful and gractous, far be- 
vond our higheſt thoughts, and above all ourf 
praiſes. Thou haſt made the day-light for the 
buſineſſes of life, and haſt raiſed me from the 
Red of ſleep to ſee another morning with Com- 
Ort.) | | 

 [ Confeſſion. J acknowledge before thee I am 


ſence: wy original is from the duſt, and my 
iniquities have render'd me viler than the beaſts| 


clean; and tho' my years are but few, yet my 
fins are many: my daily actual tranſgreſſions 


witneſs againſt me, and deſerve deſtruction from 
the hand of thy juſtice, ſo that I can make nome 
ptetence to merit before thy throne : But there Fare 
is forgiveneſs with thee, that ſinners may be en- vat 
couraged to return to thee with hope and love. of uU 
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Prayers for young Perſons. 41 
[ Petitions for one's ſelf. 1.] Let thy mercy, O 
Lord, blot out all my offences, for the ſake of 
the ſufferings of thy beloved Son, and let a fin- 
ful creature find favour in thy fight, upon the 
account of his complete Obedience, and his 
bloody death. + „ 
z. ] Pity me, O heavenly Father, under my 
natural blindneſs and ignorance. Inſtruct me 
by thy word and thy good Spirit, that may 
know more of my ſelf, and my own wants and 
Weakneſſes, and that I may know thee better in 
Whe diſcoveries of thy grace. Teach me the 
Wprecepts of thy law, that I may learn what is 
y duty, and let me grow daily into a humble 
Wcquaintance with Chriſt Feſ#s, who is the righ- 
Wcouſneſs and the ſtrength and the life of his 
people. 1 | | 
i Work in my heart ſincere repentance for 
all my paſt offences, and let my faith in Jeſus 
be ſuch as thou wilt approve, ſuch as may draw 
y heart near to God in holy love, and pro- 
duce the good fruits of obedience in the whole 
ourſe of my life. I would commit my ſelf into 
Wis hands, as my only and my all- ſufficient Sa- 
jour, to deliver me both from fin and from 
nell, and to bring me ſafe to his heavenly king+* 
dom. | 1 
[4.] Form my ſoul, O Lord, after thy holy 
Image, which was loſt by the ſin of my firſt 
ere Parents. Rectify all the irregular inclinations 
en- hat are within me. Keep me from the power 
ve f unruly appetites, and from ſudden and ungo- 
eernable paſſions of every kind. Help me to 
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all undue reſentments of whatſoever injuries I 
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42 Prayers for young Perſons. 


ſer a conſtant watch over all my ſenſes, and the 


wandering imaginations of my heart. Supprefs Ml 


meet with: Let ſuch a meek and ſerene temper 
be wrought in me, as appeared in my bleſſed 
Saviour * on earth, for I would fain be like 
him, and imitate his holy pattern. Kindle in my 
ſoul ſuch a pious flame of love to God, and 
charity towards men, that I may make it my de- 
light to do good to all, even to thoſe who have 
done me hurt. But let my love in a ſpecial 
manner 'go out toward all thoſe who bear thine 
Image, and who love Jeſus thy Son, whatloeverſ 
lefler differences of party, opinion or intereſt 
may be between us. 5 
5. ] And as I entreat thy Grace to guard me 
from all youthful luſts by its inward influences, 
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fo let thy kind Providence ſecure me from the f 
ſnares and temptations of this vain world, andi t: 
from the daily occaſions of fin, that iniquity t! 
may never get the victory over me. And if at p 
any time Iam more expoſed to ſpecial dangers ini h 
the circumſtances of my life, the more let me ri 
experience the preſent aids of thy ſpecial grace m 
that I may be preſerved from the defilements off ti 
the age and place where I dwell: Suffer me not 1h 
to be led away by evil companions, to forſake th 
the paths of truth and godlineſs; nor let me ever} al 
be afraid or aſhamed to profeſs my ſelf a wor- to 
ſhipper of God, and a believer in Feſws. * 
s.] Let health and peace be continued te ſo 
me this day, and no evil occurrence attend me la. 
Direct and incline my heart to employ 1 W 7c 
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Prayers for young Perſons. 43 
he hour of my time aright, and enable me ſo to 
efs fulfill my various duties to God and man, that 
11 may in ſome meaſure approve my ſelf in tge 
er evening to the enquiries of my own conſcience, 
ed] and be approved by thee, Judge, at the 
ke laſt diy. : | 
ny 170 When thou ſeeſt it needful to correct 
nd me, G my God, let it be done in meaſure and 
Je- in mercy, and let the fruit and effect thereof be 
we to take away Ny fins, and to make me partaker 
rial of thy holineſs. el ey 
[ Re/ignation.] I refign my ſelf up entirely to 
thy good pleaſure, and to the conduct of thy _ 
wiſdom, according to the covenant of thy 
grace. I defire to be thine in life and death, 
and in the world to come for ever. 

[ Petitions for others. 1.) Nor would I pray 
for my ſelf only, but for all men, as thou halt / 
taughr me. Enlighten the whole earth with 
the light of thy Goſpel : Deliver thoſe that are 
at wee for Righteouſneſs ſake, from the # 

ands of thoſe that hate them, and let the ſpi- 
mel rit of perſecution be rooted out from among 
ace men: When ſhall the time come, O Lord, that 
off the liberties of mankind, and of thy Gofpel, 
not ſhall be aſſerted and vindicated by the Rulers of 
ſake this world? When ſhall it be that the Kings of 
ver all the earth ſhall bring their power and glory 
ror to ſupport the cauſe of true Religion? 
* 7 5 I bleſs thee, O Lord, from my very 
ſoul, that thou haſt beſtow'd on this my native 
land a Proteſtant King, and that we enjoy oir 
religious and civil Privileges under his Govern- 


9, 


| [z.] May all inferior Rulers be directed by r 
thy Wiſdom, and influenced by thy Grace, that Nc 
they may be made publick bleſſings to this king- t. 
+ dom. | 8 9 

I [.] Maintain thy Goſpel in its power and v 

1 glory: Let the miniſtry of thy word be attend- 
ec with a publick ſupply of thy Spirit, that fe 
i thy Church on earth may be enlarged daily, Wer 
q and knowledge and holineſs may increaſe and Ml © 
Ei abound among men. Im 
I;5.] Look down in mercy on my dear Re- Im 
= lations and Friends. Bleſs my Parents and Kin- W an 
5 dred with all the neceſſary gifts of Providence MW th 
nnd of Grace. Manifeſt thy love to all thoſe ¶ th 
= that love me, and enable me from my heart ro W ric 
i 1 forgive all that have done me hurt: Let them ¶ th. 
repent of their ſins, O Lord, and be made par- pr: 
= takers of thy forgiveneſs. | 
WU | [Pleading.] Many are the favours I have re- Ge 
| queſted of thee, O my God; but how ſhall I be 
palwGKẽkad with thee, and what arguments ſhall Tuſe IM - 
WW to prevail that I may obtain them? T kn.] . 
# and I have confeſt that I deſerve nothing ar thy 
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ment: Enrich him and his royal Conſort with 
the choiceſt of thy Bleſſings, that they may 
adorn the high ſtation to which thou haſt ex- 
alted them, with the exerciſe of every vertue, 
and may become illuſtrious Patterns of all good- 
neſs. Let their Crown fit long nd eaſy on 
their heads. Eſtabliſh their royal Family and 
Offspring in the earth, that in their ſucceſſive 
ſeaſons and ſtations they may become guards and 
ornaments to the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
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hands; but doſt thou not delight to diſcover 
thy free and rich Grace, and to make thy Mer- 
cy triumph over the unworthineſs of thy Crea- 
tures? Haſt thou not promiſed to hear the cries 
of the humble? And does not thy word aſſure 


| me, that choſe who ſcek-thee early ſhall find thee © 


Are not young petitioners always welcome to 
thy throne? Has not Jeſus Chriſt thy beloved 
Son pleaſed thee in all things, and purchaſed by 
his — all the Bleſſings that I can ſtand in 


need of? Let the Prayers of a worthleſs creature 


come up before thee this morning with accep- 
tance, on the account of thy Son, who 1s our 
great High-prieſt, and intercedes for us in hea- 
ven at thy right hand. 3 
[Thankſgiving.] In his name alſo would I of- 


* 


fer up my humble thanks for all the mercies 1 


enjoy, and for all that I hope for. It is to thee, 
O God, that I owe my very life and being, 
my health and eaſe, and 1 uſe of my ſenſes and 
my limbs: Thou giveſt me ſafety in the night, 
and the bleſſings of the morning. It is — 


thee I derive all the benefits of food and rayment, 


the daily ſupports of nature, together wich the 


rich promiſes of Grace and eternal Salvation. TD 
thee therefore, O Lord, I pay all honour and 


praiſe. gs - 0 

[ Bleſſing or Doxology.] And may the name of 
God my Father, my Saviour and my Sanctifier, 
be glorified to everlaſting Ages. Amen. 
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An E vening Prayer for young perſons. ; 


| Invocation. | (Rear and glorious Majeſty, the 
2 21 God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who haſt encouraged us on his ac- 
count, to call thee Our God and Our Father, 
look down from heaven, the habitation, of thy 
holineſs, and take notice of a poor unworthy 
creature, who is come to bow down and wor- 
ſnip this evening at thy footſtool. 

' | Adoration. | Thou art God, and there is 
none elſe; the heavens and the earth were created 
by thy word: All things are ever within thy 


view, nor can the ſhadows of the night hide me 


from thine eye: Thou knoweſt all the works 


of my hands, and the ſecret thoughts of my 


1. | . 
->{| Confeſſion. | How ſhall a guilty Rebel lift 
up his face toward thy throne? If I had only 


the fins of this day to account for, I muſt ſtand if 
condemned in may fight; for my heart has too i 


often forgot God; nor has my zeal and dili- 


gence in duty been anſwerable to the obligations 
thou haſt laid upon me. The beſt of my ſervi- 
ces are too imperfe& to deſerve thy love, nor 
can all my obedience merit the pardon of one 
of my paſt tranſgreſſions. | 


[ Petitiont for one's ſelf. 1.] But I lie at the 
| 455 of — 5 . God: I. come to 
beg the forgiveneſs of all my innumerable” ofs 
| fences, for the ſake of that bleſſed atonement. 
which the Lord Jeſus has made by the ſacrifice! 
of himſelf, Let my crimes be vaſhet EY 
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his precious blood, and let a worthleſs ſinner be 
accepted in thy beloved Son. „ . 
e I.] Spare me, O moſt gracious God, accord- 
ding to che multitude of thy tender mercies. Cut 
- me not off in the flower of my youth, though 
, my ſins have deſerved it. Let me not godown 
to the grave in an unpardon'd and unholy ſtate, 
y WW 1: I be for ever miſerable: Lengthen out my 
r= WW days to do more ſervice for God and man, and 
to ſecure my beſt Intereſt and my eternal Hope. 
15 Spare my life, till thy Grace has made me fitter 
d for the hour of death. | 
y [3.] Look into my heart, O Lord; but 
ne alas, what a world of corruption and vanity wilt 
ks thou find there ! O take out thence every evil _ 
1y Wl thought, and ſubdue every ſinful inclination. 
Mortify all the vicious principles which thou 
ift ſeeſt in me. Let thy bleſſed Spirit renew my 
Iy MW foul, ſanctify all the powers of my nature, and 
10 make me holy as God is holy. Strengthen my 
© pious reſolutions under all the frailties of youth, 
and againſt the aſſaulry of temptation; for tho 
would willingly avoid every thing that diſplea- 


therefore I humbly put my ſelf under the con- 
ſtant protection of thy Grace. Preſerve m 
younger years from the pollutions of the world, 


ſes thee, yet I know my own weakneſs, and - vj 


he and guard me through all this dangerous ſtage of 


ro life. Let me not repeat any of the follies or 
of fins that have this day overtaken me, but helf 
at me to ſet a more careful and perpetual watch 
cel over my thoughts, my lips, and my actions, 
ine that I may not fo offend my God, and make 
bis continual work for bitter repentance, [4-] Chuſe 


K ů — 


1 
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I.] Chuſe thou, O Lord, my inheritance 
for me, and my portion in this world, and be 
thou my portion and my happineſs in the world 
to come. Let not my heart be ſet on grandeur 
$ and riches, but fix my affections on the things 
Wl that are above, where Je ſus Chriſt is at thy 
i right hand. Let me be truly content with the 
Wi diſpoſals of thy Providence 1n this preſent life, 
Wn waiting for joy and complete felicity in the 


I gert. | 

\ 1 1 8 * "Ip 2 7 . ; 
A I,.] And O my heavenly Father, if thou 
1 ſee it neceſſary to ſmite me with the rod of 


3 Affliction in this ſtate of trial, make me patient 
. and ſubmiſſive under all the ſorrows I ſuſtain 
let. me receive with holy meekneſs the cor- 
recting ſtrokes of thy hand, ſince I have ſo 
often and ſo highly provoked thee. Bear me 
up under all the heavy burdens that may be laid 
upon me, and carry me ſafely thro' the foreſt 
trials and difficulties that may attend my way. 
Let me never be diſcourag'd in my duty, nor 
grow weary of well-doing, truſting to thy gra- 
cious promiſe, that I ſhall reap a joyful harveſt 
BH in due time, if I faint not. | 
s.] Search me and try me, O Lord, this 
95 evening, and diſcover to me wherein I have 
wandred from thee: make me truly penitent for 
== all my wandrings, and reduce my feet to the 
J paths of holineſs and peace. Thus by judging 
1 my ſelf at the end of every day, let me be bet- 
ter prepar'd for my ſolemn appearance before 
thy awful ſeat of judgment: and by the con- 
ſtant practice of piety here on earth, let me 
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grow daily more meet to perform the buſineſs 
of heaven, and to enjoy the bleſſedneſs of thy 
kingdom. 3 _ 
[ Reſignation or Self ſurrender.) And now, O 
my God, what ſhall I do to become more entirely 
hine? I would make a freſh ſurrender of my 
ſelf, both ſoul and body to thee for time and 
ternity. I would lay my ſelf down to reſt this 
night under the ſhadow of thy wings, under the 
protection of thy Providence, and the guard of 
hy Grace, Let thy holy Angels have charge 
over me while I ſleep, and ſuffer no evil imagi- 
ations to moleſt or diſquiet me, Whether IL 
zke or ſleep, live or die, let me be the Lord's 
or ever. © E:: ITED 
[ Petitions for others.] O thou Almighty Ma- 
er of mankind, thou Father of the ſpirits of 
Jl fleſh, look down and pity a loſt miſerable 
orld. Send thy Goſpel of light and love 
mong the Heathen Nations: Reſtore thy an- 
jent people the Fews to thy favour, by the 
aith of Jeſus whom their fathers crucified : En- 


ighten and recover thoſe parts of the earth which - bh 


ie under the deluſions of Mahomet : Deſtroy the 
ingdom of Antichriſt, which has ſpread it ſelf 
o wide among the countries of Europe: Put an 


verlaſting end to Popiſh Idolatry, Superſtition —_ 


Ind Tyranny over the conſciences of men. Re- 
eve thoſe who ſuffer for the ſake of truth in 
Il quarters of the world: Whereſoever the 
lorious Goſpel of Chriſt is preach'd, let it be 
n- Wade very ſucceſsful for the ſalvation of ſouls: 

me end cauſe pure and undefiled Religion to flou- . 


— —-— —— 2 — FIRES o- 
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0 riſh among all thoſe who profeſs it, thro' the 
bl more phate influences of thy holy Spirit. 
1 [ 2. ] Continue to endow our moſt gracious 
+ ſovereign, King GEORGE, with all thoſe hu- © 
| man and divine qualities, which are neceſſary 
# for ſuch a Governor, as Rands at the head of the 
i Proteſtant intereſt in the world. Give him 
Wi length of life, and his people's univerſal love. 
Let wiſe and faithful Counſellors ever ſtand be- f 
W fore him; and by the aids of thy Grace, let } 
be him ever purſue the things that make for his + 
1 own heppineſs, for the welfare of the Nation, 
WT and the peace of the Churches. i y 
Ei [z.] Bleſs our moſt excellent Queen C a-Wh 1 
4 ROLINE With the richeſt influences from n 
heaven, that ſhe may live long to be a lovely o. 
and powerful example of all that is wiſe and 9 
good. May the royal houſhold of Princes and b 
Princeſſes be trained up in the knowledge and . 
practice of true Religion and Virtue, that in p. 
their growing years they may become Bleſſings p! 
to the world: And let Virtue and Religion be cc 
defended and encouraged by all that are exalted ly 
to ſtations of honour and authority in the th 
land. J b 
I.] Beſtow thy choiceſt favours on my bo 
dear Parents, &c. and on all that are related to G. 
me in the bonds of nature; let them be made ace 


partakers of thy heavenly and everlaſting Grace. al. 
Bleſs my ſuperiors of every kind, my Teach: 
ers and my Governors z and may I behave in: 
ſelf in my ſtation of life as becomes a Chriſtian off 
toward all thoſe whom thy Providence bas: fei C05 
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le [Thank ſgiving.] After the many requeſts 
J have offer'd for the mercies I want, I beg 
15 WW leave to render humble thanks to thy Majeſty 
for the Bleſſings I have receiv'd. I praiſe my 
C 0d for the meaſures of caſe and health which 
ie I enjoy, for the kind Providences which have 
mn BW attended me this day, and that ſo many of the 
e. comforts of life have been continually provided 
e- ſor me, that I have not been expoſed to thoſe 
et hardſhips and temptations which have ſurround- 
sed others in their younger years. „ 
n, Above all J bleſs thee, O Lord, for the 2 
N wonders of thy Grace, in providing ſuch a di- 4 
A-W vine and glorious method of recovery for ſinful 1 
m; mankind : Bleſſed be our God who has ordain*d 6 
ly of old a covenant of mercy and forgiveneſs for 1 
nd guilty creatures, and has ſent his Son Felws.i 
adde the chief Meſſenger of this Covenant, tc 
nd confirm the promiſes of it, and to purchaſe the 
in bleſſings of it with his own moſt precious 
SW blood. TI praiſe thee for the full and rich dif- 
covery of all this Grace to mankind in the ho- 
ed ly Scriptures, and I deſire for ever to praiſe 
hel thee, that while millions of young creatures-are 
bred up in 1gnorance and groſs darkneſs, I was 
born and brought up under the ſound of thy 
Goſpel; and that I have been led into an early 
acquaintance with thy holy word, wherein lies 
all my hope of eternal happineſs. e 
[ Pleading in the name of Chriſt.] Accept, I 
intreat thee, all theſe Petitions and Thank- 
-offerings in the name and for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chrift, thy well-bcloved Son and my only me- 
N E Adiator. 


re 
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and almighty, be glory thro* Jeſus Chriſt for di 


— —— 


nal Spirit, be honour and glory for ever. Amen. 


and days, which thou haſt given me the week 


ſeaſons of mercy, and waſted too many days of 
grace, yet thou haſt brought me again to. ſee 


Help me, O Lord, this day to commemorate 
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diator. Tho' I would humbly hope my heart 


c 
is ſincere before thee, and anſwers to the words g 
v 


of my lips in theſe my addreſſes to the God of 


Yeaven, yer dis only by the hand of my gtent t. 
High- prieſt above, that I dare offer this even- 


ing ſacrifice of Prayer and praiſe. tl 


Doxology or Bleſſing.) To God only wiſe fe 


ever. Amen. PEE. | 
Or we may here uſe this Doxology. ] w 
Now to him that hath loved us, and waſhed th 
us from our fins in his own blood, and hath m. 
brought us near to Cod and his Father, to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Ino 
_— 135 
[ Or if the uſual Doxology be more pleaſing.) 


To him with God ine Father and his ᷑ter- 


The young Perſon's Pra yer for Lord's. 
” day-morning, to be uſed together with 
_ the other Morning Prayer. 85 


E Ternal and moſt glorious God, who dwelleſt I.! 
e in light which no man can approach, who ha 
liveſt and reigneſt for ever and ever; I thank " 
1e 


thee for that comfortable ſucceſſion of nights 


paſt : and tho' I have ſinſully abuſed: too many 


the light of another day of the Son of man. 
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the riſing of my bleſſed Redeemer from the 
grave, and let my heart be raiſed to the hea- 
venly world, and to Jeſus, Who ſits there at 
thy right hand in power and glory. ds: 

Baniſh from my ſoul every vain thought 


this morning, that I may begin the day with 


God. May thy bleſſed Spirit viſit me with his 
divine influences, and abide with me in all the 


publick and private duties of Religion ; for > 


without his gracious aſſiſtance I can do nothing 
that ſhall be acceptable to thee, or effectual to 
my own ſalvation. Es 
' I adore the mercy of our God, that he has 


not left the fallen and ſinful race of mankind to 


periſh without hope. Bleſſed be thy name, 


JO my heavenly Father, who haſt ſent down 


hy well-beloved Son to publiſh thy grace to 
1 guilty world, and to redeem thy people from 
ell and eternal death. Bleſſed be Jeſus the 
only begotten Son of God, who condeſcended 
o take our fleſh and blood upon him, and by 


his own death to become a Reconciler of fin= 


ul creatures to thy offended Majeſty. | 
I adore and praiſe thee, O moſt gracious God, 
hat thou haſt convey'd down theſe glad tidings 
hro' ſo many hundred years to the age and to 
he nation wherein I live. The book of mercy 
nd ſalvation is put into my hands, and I have 


Peen taught to read the covenant of thy grace 


here. I offer my humble thanks to my ex- 
Ited Saviour, that he has ſent his miniſters to 
xplain his word, and to preach to us the things 

at belong to our eternal peace, 


O may 
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O may I attend with chearfulneſs and holy 


deſire upon the ordinances of thy houſe this 


day! and may I find thy preſence in the aſ- 
ſemblies of thy people, for thou loveſt the 
gates of Zion, and thy Church is thy holy 
temple, where thou art wont to diſplay thy 
power and glory. While thy Word is read or 
preached, let my ſoul be engaged in deep at- 
tention and reverence: Let thy Miniſters be 
taught of God, and happily unfold the great 
and important things of thy Law and Goſpel 
to men. Let them preach the truth as it is in 
Teſns,. and ſpeak pick power to the conſciences 
of the hearers, particularly to my conſcience, 
O my God! May I find ſomething in thy 
holy inſtitutions this day ſuited to the ſtate and 
temper of my ſoul, that IJ may learn more of 
the knowledge of God, may gain victory over 
ſome ſin, and make ſome happy advances in ſe- 
rious Religion. Rs Fg 
J intreat thee, O Lord, ſuffer me not any 
longer to be a drowſy, an idle, or a forgetful 
hearer of thy Word: May my ſoul be lifted up 
to thee with due fervency in the Prayers that 
ſhall be offer'd ro thy Majeſty, and may my 


lips ſing thy praiſes with holy joy. Let no vain. 


amuſements call my eyes and my heart away 
from lively devotion, and the divine pleaſures 
of thy ſanctuary. May this world, with all 
the cares and the trifles of it, be forgotten and 
vaniſh from my thoughts, nor intrude into my 


folemn hours, or interrupt my humble converſe 
with thee, Let me come away from thy 
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7 houſe under the light of thy countenance, ſa- 
is tisfied with thy love, and longing for the re- 
= turn of ſuch holy ſeaſons. £ : 
e In the name of FJeſus, and by his hands, I 
y deſire to offer up this morning ſacrifice, and J 
7 would intreat and hope for acceptance at thy 
r Mercy-ſeat, O God, in the virtue of his bloody 
— death, and his everlaſting Interceſſion. In the 
evening let my heart be filled with holy thank- 
t fulneſs, and have rich occaſion for it thro' the 
1 WW plentiful communications of thy Grace. And 
N may the God of peace, . who brought again 
s WW from the dead the great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
3 thro' the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
Y make me perfect in every good work to do his 
1 will, working in me that which is well pleaſing 
f 
r 


in his fight thro' Chriſt Feſus, to whom be 


glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


The young Perſon's Prayer for Lord's- 
 day-Evening, to be uſed together with © 
the other Evening Prayer. 
Ver bleſſed God, the Father of Glory and 
: the God of all Grace, this day haſt thou 
invited me to attend on the worſhip of thy 
houſe, and haſt open'd to me ſome of the trea- 
{ures of thy Sanctuary; thou haſt cauſed me 
| to hear the words of eternal life, and called 
me to join with thy people in the voice of 
i Prayer and Praiſe : But how poor and imper- 
ſect are my beſt ſervices? How unworthy of 
y acceptance, O my God, who art ſur- 
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rounded. with ten thouſands of worſhipping 
Angels and the Spirits of the juſt made per- 
ws «hr tray" 
I defire to bow my knees, and confeſs be- 
fore thee with ſhame and ſorrow, how heavy 
and dull my heart has been amidſt the quick- 
ning Ordinances of thy houſe: How often 
have my Thoughts ſtole away from thy pre- 
| fence, and wandred afar off among the Cares, 
| the Buſineſſes, or the Vanities of this Life? 


In how cold and formal a manner have too | 
many of my Devotions this day been offer d Wl . 
up to thy holy Majeſty, and how little of thy 
| word has been treaſured up in my heart? 
6 O moſt merciful God, forgive the iniquity | \ 
YH of my holy things, and lay not fin to my if « 
i charge. I humbly truſt in the blood of Feſws 5 
| thy Son, and his perfect Righteouſneſs, to 8 
1 anſwer for all my imperfections. Tho' the g 
4 day be almoſt ended let not the work of it be it 
all loſt: Let thy good Spirit bring to my re- 
I membrance ſome of the ſacred Inſtructions i 
' which I have heard in thy houſe; and ſo far as le. 
| thy Miniſters have ſpoken agreeably to thy re 
mind and will, let my Soul retain the ſenfe v, 
[ and favour of it for many days to come. Let not ſl 
it all the good ſeed be ſown in vain, but do thou ple 


cauſe ſome part of it to ſpring up and bring tre 
forth the bleſſed Fruits of Righteouſneſs in my. on 
following Converſation. O may I love God: are 
and Man better, and rejoice in Chriſ# Jeſus my : 
Saviour and my Hope. May I hate Sin more: Di 
| daily, and find my ſelf more weaned pO BY Ich 


ner 
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8 Fleſh and this World, which have been ſuch 
7 unhappy Clogs and Hindrances in my attempts 
to honour Gf. oe el 
- And yet, O Lord, I would bleſs thy name 

alſo, that I hope there have been in me ſome 
ſincere breathings of Soul toward thee: I hum- 
bly hope that I have found thro' thy grace 

ſome holy exerciſes of Faith, Submiſſion and 

Obedience while I heard or read thy word, 

and ſome reliſh of ſacred pleaſure in thy Wor- 

ſhip, and that both in my ſolemn retirements 
and in the congregations of thy people. Bleſſed 
be God who has not utterly forſaken his own 

Ordinances, nor forgotten his unworthy ſer- 

vant. Accept I pray thee all my ſincere en- 
deavours to love and ſerve thee in the name of 


Feſus my only Mediator. Carry on thy own 
yuw work in me: Let every ſpark of thy 
eavenly Grace be cheriſhed and improved till 
it grow up hereafter to Joy and Glory, 
I adore and praiſe thy name, O God, that 
we have peace and liberty given us by our Ru- 
lers, that they are become the Guardians of our 
religious and civil Privileges, and that we can 
le wait on thee in publick Aſſemblies, and none 
It make us afraid. Pity thy poor ſcattered peo- 
wu ple under the dominion of popiſh and 1dola- - 


g trous Princes, thy diſtreſſed Children who can 
only groan and ſigh unto thee in ſecrer, and 
d are forbid the pleaſures of thy Sanctuary. 

L Heal the wretched quarrels and ſcandalous 
te Diviſions that are found among the Chriſtian 
is Churches. Teach them the wiſdom which is 


from 


. 
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from above, which is firſt pure and then peace- 
able, and which abounds in the fruits of mercy 17 
and love. Reform them all, bleſſed Saviour, 
and remove from among them whatſoever is 
contrary to the nature and deſign of thy holy 
Religion. War ES TED 
O that ſuch ſacred Advantages and ſeaſons 
of Grace as I have this day enjoy'd, may train 
up my Soul under the aids of thy Spirit to a 
preparation for the bleſſed aſſembly of Saints and m 
Angels above. With them I deſtre humbly to A 
join my ſongs and my praiſes. Salvation, Ho-] 
nour and Glory be - aſcribed to our God who 7/ 
ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for 
—— — m8 


9 
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The joing Perſons Grace before Meat 
=  @vhen alone. a 


A Lmighty God, the Maker and the Lord 
of all things, thou openeſt the ſtores 
of thy Bounty, and provideſt my daily Food: 
May thy bleſſing attend it, that I may be 
nouriſhed to do thee ſervice and honour ; and 
may I enjoy thy ſpecial Love amidſt the com- 75% 
mon Bleſſings of thy Providence, for the ſake 
of Jeſus my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


: 
"Y 


The young. Perſon s Grace after Meat, 
_- when alone. 


Acknowledge thy great Goodneſs, O Lord, 
I in feeding me with food convenient for 
me, in giving me the means of Grace and the 
hopes of Glory: Let me walk before thee in 
thy fear and love anſwerable to thy preſent 
mercies and my eternal hopes for Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen, 


The young Perſon s Grace 3 Meat, 
in Company. | 


are utterly unworthy. of the leaſt of 
thy favours, yet thy bounty is ſtill furniſh- 
ing us with the daily ſupports of life: Let 


Oſt merciful God by Father, tho' we 


at, us always eat and drink with moderati- 
on and temperance; and let us be train'd 
rd up by the bleſſings of thy Providence and the 


aſſiſtances of thy Grace, till we are made fit 
d: bor thy Glory, for the ſake of Jeſus our We 
be Mediator. Amen. 


xd 
, m. 7e young Perſe ons Grace after Meat, 
- in Company. _ 


Hat ſufficient thanks can we render to 
thee, O Lord, for the daily benefits 
of os, life, and for the. promiſes and hopes 
of a better life to come? Let us never abuſe. 
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our preſent mercies, but ſhew our ſincere thank- 


fullneſs by improving them to thy onour 
and our own eternal comfort, thro' the inter- 
ceſſion of thy Son FJeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


1 


Amen. 
A ſhorter Grace before Meal. 
Leſs us, O Lord, and bleſs the Proviſions 
of the Table to our uſe, that whether we 
eat or drink, or whatſoever we do, all may 
turn to thy glory and our good for Chriſt's 
ſake. Amen. 5 


A ſhorter Grace after Meat. 
1D God be praiſed for all our ſupports 


and enjoyments on Earth, and for all 


our hopes of Heaven, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our 
bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 8 0; 


_—_ 


H 2 the foregoing Prayers compoſed for Youth and 


1 young Perſons in the Morning or Evening are caſt into 
a plain and eaſy Method, ſo as to include the chief parts 
of Prayer iu a natural Order for the informatian of Lear- 
ners, yet (as I intimated in the Preface, ſo I would repeat 
it here) that Prayers are not always to be framed in 
the ſame Method, and indeed tis ſeldom that ſuch an exact 


Order ſhould be obſerned. There is too much confinement and 


reftraint laid upon the freedom, the fervency and the ſpirit 
of Devotion by too ſtrict an obſervance of ſuch a Rule. It 


better generally to intermix, theſe diſtinct parts of Prayer 


as in the following Examples. 


( Adoration and Thanksgiving.] Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but to thy holy name 
be honour and praiſe : Thou art great in power 

LE beyond 


are 


Various Methods of Prayer. 6 
beyond all our thoughts, and thou haſt done 
great things for us above all our praiſes. Thy 
heart is full of compaſſion and love, and we 
bleſs thee that thou haſt ſhewn thy love and 
compaſſion to us, in raiſing us from our loſt 
eſtate, and leading us into the way of ſalvation. 
[ Adoration and Confeſſion.] T hou. art a great 
God, and glorious in thy holineſs, but we are 
guilty and unholy Creatures; how ſhall we 
lift up our faces to thee, or appear in 9 pre- 
ſence? Be 
[ Adoration and Petition." Thy mercies, Oo 
Lord, are exceeding great, pity us in our ſin ful 
ſtare, and raiſe us from our guilt and wretch- 
edneſs. Or thus. 
There is rich Grace and Forgiveneſs with thee, 
and plenteous redemption with thy Son Jeſu, 
O let our iniquities be all forgiven, and let us 


be partakers of that rich Grace, thro? the death 


and interceſſion of our bleſſed Redeemer. 

* onfeſſion and Thank ſgjving. | How are our 
ſouls cover'd with guilt, and our natures de- 
filed with fin? How unworthy are we to come 
before a holy God? Bur bleſſed be that Gface 
that has provided a way both for our pardon 
and our purification. Bleſſed be our God, who 
has open'd the fountain of the blood of Chriſt 
his Son, to waſh away our defilements, and has 
appointed his own Spirit to renew our natures 
in holineſs. | 

| Confeſſion! and Petition. Ah Lord, how 
wretched is our ſtate by nature? How ignorant 
are our minds? How full are our hearts of ini- 

G quity 
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quity and folly ? and how finful have our lives 
been in thy fight? What ſhall we fay unto. 


thee, O thou obſerver of men! We lie at thy 
foot and X for mercy. Save us from- the 
miſeries we have deſerved, blot out our tranſ- 
greſſions for ever, and take us under the care 

and power of thy Grace, and the teachings of 
thy Spirit, that we may be made wiſe and holy. 
57k Petition and Pleading *.] 

#21 iy % Teach us thy ways, O 
_ Rr Lord, and let us grow in 


ty inter- 
x6 ee all uſeful knowledge: Haſt 


* 


teach thy ways to the humble? 


[ Or thus. ] Save us from the power of every 

Temptation, for we are weak in our ſelves, and 
cannot ſtand without the aids of thy Grace. 
Keep our hearts by thy power, for our own 


care and watchfulneſs are not ſufficient for our 
ſafety if God forſake us. If thou leave us, O 


Lord, we periſh. | | 7 


[Or thus. ] Beſtow all needful Bleſſings on us, 


O Lord, for time and eternity: Has not thy 
Son purchas'd them with his own blood? And 
have we not encouragement to hope for them 
when we ask in his name? 


[Or thus.] We are weak and worthleſs crea- 


tures, yet deliver and ſave us for thy name 
fake: Thy Power and Grace will ſhing the more 
gloriouſly in our ſalvation: Haſt thou not ſa- 
ved many a ſinner as worthleſs and as weak as 
Le are? 1 92 OY . 


— —"— 2 — 


Pl 


thou not promiſed to give 
Wiſdom to them that ask it of thee, and to 


[Petition 


1 % by 5 . 
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[ Petition and Thank ſgiving. | Lord, while we 
bleſs thee from our ſouls for the many and un- 
deſerved inſtances of thy mercy which we have 
received, we preſent our humble petitions for 
new favours and bleſſings. We praiſe thee, O 
God, that thou haſt beſtowed on us the com- 
forts of this life; beſtow on us alſo the graces 
of thy Spirit, and the bleſſings of the life to 
c + tt | 5 . 

In this manner may young Chriſtians learn to va- 
ry their methods of Prayer, and to ſuit their Ado- 
rations, Confeſſions, Petitions, Pleadings and 
Thankſgivings to all particular caſes in their daily 
devotions, or on ſpecial occaſions: Of which laſt I 
have given many inſtances in the following Compoſures. 


— 


RSS LD 
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Examples of Prayer on various Occaſions. N 1 


I. Before reading the Script. 
C ALL my thoughts away, O Lord, from 


the things of this world, and compoſe them 
to attend to thy holy word. I praiſe thy name 
that thou haſt put into my hand this beſt of 


books, which was written to make us wiſe to 


| ſalvation ; yet I entreat thee, O God, leave me 


not to read it without the inſtructions of thy 
holy Spirit, Teach a Child to underſtand thy 


word, ſo far as is needful for me, and help me 


to draw ſuch uſeful Meditations from it, as may 
make a pious impreſſion on my Spirit, and may © 
render me wiſer and better for Chriſt's ſake. 


| Amen. | G 2 e II. On 


Bm 
VI, 
* 
x CI 


—— 
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II. On going firſt to School, or removing to a neu 
4 „ 5 
BE God, thou haſt appointed us in our 
younger years to be under Tutors and Gover- 
noris Encline me, I pray thee, to ſubmit willingly 
to 3 and reproofs, and make me 
grow daily in ſome profitable knowledge of the 
things of God and man. Bleſs my Teachers, 
and all their labours in my education: But be 
thou my chief Teacher, and train me up to ſome 
uſefulneſs in this world, and to eternal life in 


| the world ro Come, for the ſake of Chriſt thy 
| beloved SON. Amen. 5 ; 


III. Upon leaving a Father's Houſe. 
: Olnce Jam called to leave the houſe of my earth- 
ly Parents, and they cannot ſee me and take 
care of me daily as they uſed to do, Lord, I 
deſire more particularly to put my ſelf under the 
care of thee, my heavenly Father: Whatſoever 
T want let me run to thee, and find thee my 
Helper and my Almighty Friend, for the fake 
of my dear and bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


1 IV. Upon entring into am new ſort of Learning, 
Bo © whether Reading, Writing, Arithmetick; or 
ih work of any bing. +97 * 207108 7 
ö God of Wiſdom and Grace, bleſs all my dili- 
gent endeavours to gain Knowledge. Give 
me ſuch a degree of underſtanding and skill in 
thoſe things which I take in hand, as may fit 

me for that ſtate of life in which thy good Pro- 

1 3 vidence 
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on. ſpecial Occaſions. 65 
vidence ſhall place me: Suffer me not to trifle 
away my time; but let me treaſure up that 
learning in my youth, which may be a ſupport 
or a comfort to me in my riper years. And I 
beg for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, that none of 
my other ſtudies or labours may tempt me to 
neglect the knowledge or practice of Religion, 


or turn my heart aſide from, God or the things 


of heaven. Amen. 


V. On a ſenſible Improvement of Knowledge. # 
| In Religion. 3 | 

OW happy is it Br me, O Lord God, 

44 that I have been taught berimes to know 
thee the Maker of all things, and thy Son Feſws 
Chriſt, the only Saviour of ſinners ! I givethanks 
to thee for my Teachers, and for all their in- 
ſtrutions. Make me chearful in the performance 
of every duty as ſoon as I know it: And let me 
never ſin againſt my knowledge, but improve all 
that I know to thy glory and my everlaſting be- 


nefit, for the ſake of Jeſus my Mediator. Amen. 


| VI. In Reading. | = 
1 Give thanks to thy mercy, O Lord, that I 

have been taught to read, ſo that I can make 
uſe of thy holy word, in order to learn the way 
to ſalvation and eternal life thereby. Bleſſed be 
thy name that I was not bred up in utter 
ignorance as too many Children have been, to 


their great diſadvantage in this world, and the 


danger of their ſouls in the world to come. O 
ſuffer me not to abuſe this part of knowledge, 


and to waſte my time in reading vain and idle 


G | 3 ſtor ies, 
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ſtories, or fooliſh and wicked Jeſts; but et 
me delight to read thy word and books of uſe- 
ful Knowledge, Virtue and Piety, that may 

7 Turn to good account hereafter, for the ſake of 
_ Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


VII. In Writing. 


Acknowledge thy goodneſs, O Lord, that I 
have learnt to handle the Pen of the Writer : 
Let it be a pleaſure to me to ſer down what I 
remember of thy word, when thy Miniſters 
preach to us the Goſpel of Chriſt. And do 
thou inſtruct me how to write down my fins and 
thy mercies, that I may not forget what thou 
haſt done for ine, and what I have done againſt thee. 
Suffer me not to abuſe my Pen, and defile 
it by writing what is prophane, wanton or 
wicked: but let this skill which thou haſt given 
me, be ſanctified that it may turn to thy glory 
and my good, for Chriſt s fake. Amen. 


VIII. 75 an 


0 God, whoſe knowledge is 8 wa 
# whoſe mercies are innumerable, if thou 
giveſt me any skill in the Art of Numbers, let 
me uſe it with care and exactneſs, with faithful- 
neſs and honeſty ; ; and let me never commit ſuch 
miſtakes, as to do injury to my ſelf or others. 
Above all, reach me, for Chriſt's ſake, ſo 10 
number my days, and to confider how ſhort 
time is, that I ma apply my heart to true dom, 
and prepare for * eternal ſtate, whoſe 8 


cannot be numbred. Amen. 3 
. h ; 
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Glnce thou giveſt me opportunity, O Lord, i 


to learn this delightful Art of Singing, let 
no wicked ſongs ever pollute my lips; let my, 


memory be furniſhed with P/ahms' aud Hymns 


and ſpiritual Songs, that I may make melody to 


thee with grace in my heart, and at the fame time 


refreſh my own ſpirits: And while I glorify 
my God with. my tongue on earth, let me gro- 
daily fitter to ſing the ſongs of Paradiſe, Salva- 


tion, bonour and glory to God the Father, - who /its 


upon the throne, aud to Telus the Lamb of God, 
fe or ever and ev ẽ . Amen. 3 


CIReat God, who art Wonderful in coumſel at ik 
Excellent in working, thy word has told ys El 


that thou teacheſt the husbandman to open and 


to break the ground with his plough, to ſow, -— Ml 
his ſeed, and to gather and threſh out his corn, = 


I praiſe thee, who giveſt me alſo knowledge 
and capacity to perform any uſeful buſineſs in 


the ſervice of ſin or Satan, nor let me 1 
in ſloth and idleneſs, leſt I be expoſed to the a 


temptations of the Devil. Shew me how I may 


be always employ'd in ſomething ſerviceable to 
God or my ſelf, or my fellow creatures; and 
may. all my labors be attended with thy bleſ- 


ſing, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amn. 


F"Racious God, thou knoweſt how frail our 


_ | DF aatures are, and that ſometimes we need to have 
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ll 68 Examples of Prayer 
* our ſpirits and our limbs refreſhed in this man- 
is ver in our childiſh ſtate: Guard me, O Lord, 
from fin amidſt my ſports, and let me ſet a 
J watch over my words and actions that I may 
not offend thee or hurt any of my fellows, 


| nor waſt too much of my time in ſporting. 
Y | May this and every recreation tend to the health 
of my body, and render me afterward fitter for 
|. every duty for Chriſt Feſus ſake. Amen. 
XII. On ſenſible improvement in Stature. 


1 Praiſe thee, O heavenly Father, that I enjoy 
ſuch a meaſure of health, and that thou makeſt 
me grow toward the ſtate of a man [or woman] 
in this world. Suffer me not to continue ſtill 
a child in underſtanding, nor let my Soul de- 
ce. in the things of Religion while my body 
RY increaſes in ſtature. But thro? the aids of thy 
[ Grace ler me do as my bleſſed Saviour did 
while he was a Child here on Earth, let me 
grow in ſtature and wiſdom and in favour with v 
God and Man: Now he dwells in Heaven a- 
bove Men and Angels: To him be glory for 


= + 1 a fo III 


. ever and ever. Amen. 

| XIII. Upon leaving off old. Garments and putting * 
* ; on n-. . 

i As I now put off my old garments becauſe || *! 

1 T have worn them long enough, ſo help me, p 


O Lord, to put off my follies and fins, becauſe. 

J have lived in them too long already. And | © 
as new rayment is prepar'd for my body, ſo ne 
let my ſoul be renew'd after thy image, and let } 82 


are the beſt aderning, and let me ſeek to excel 


me be cloathed with righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs. Let me remember alſo that J muſt e're 
long put off this body like an old garment, and 
leave it in the grave: O may my Soul be pre- 


pared then to put on the robes of glory that 
thou haſt prepared for them that love thee, that 


I may dwell with thee in thy Kingdom, for 
Faſus Chriſt's ſake. As. 


XIV. Another on the ſame occaſion. © 


T Thank thee, O Lord, who provideſt for 
me change of raiment : Tho' I am dreſt in new 


apparel, ſuffer me not to be proud of it; nor 
let me think better of my ſelf becauſe I am 
finer than I was, or. becauſe my clothes make 


a better ſhow than ſome of my fellows: Teach 
me, O Lord, that Knowledge and Goodnel: 


others in theſe things, that I may be more 
lovely and pleaſing in thy ſight, for the ſake 
of my bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


C whereloever I go guard me with thy hand that 


no evil may befall me. All places are under 
thy eye, and J deſire every where to remember 


that God! ſees me. Make my preſent journey 


pleaſant and comfortable, and let me conſider 


that I am always travelling thro' this world 


towards death and eternity: and when the jour- 


ney of my life is ended let me arrive at the 
* * 


gates of Heaven, and be admitted there for 


on ſpecial Occaſions. 69 


4 % 


DReſerve me, O Lord, in all my ways, and 


Feſur's like. Amen, © XVI. Afier 
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Price is due to thee, O my God, my guide 
vels eaſy and fafe; thou haſt ſent thy holy 
kind Providence has watched over me to defend 
me from miſchief. Thou haſt kept all my 
bones, not one of them is broken. Thou art 


fort; to thy name be everlaſting honour. 


to me in the things of religion and in my way 


my life; counſel me by thy wiſdom, and let 


Chrift thy Son. Amen. 


70 FExanplesof Prayer 
XVI. After 4 ſafe journey. 
and my preſerver. Thou haſt made my tra- 


Angels to guard me in all my ways, and thy 


the God of my life, my ſafety and my com- 


Amen. 

XVII. Enquiring after a Trade or Profeſſion. 
Ln, ſince thou haſt appointed every one 
to be engaged in ſome buſineſs in this world, 
direct my friends ro chuſe a proper employment c 
for me. Does not thy word inform me that 
ſeveral of thy Apoſtles were fiſhermen, that 2 
Paul was a maker of tents, and even thy holy 1 
Child Jeſus was called a Carpenter? I would 
alſo be employ'd in ſome honeſt labour or bu- 
ſineſs. Let my heart be enclined to that call- 
ing which may be moſt for my benefit in this 
world, and may ' at -the fame be no hindrance 


to heaven. Thou knoweit, O Lord, 'tis a 
matter of great importance; help me to con- 
ſider that *tis a choice for the whole courſe of 


thy Providence determine every thing for thy 
honour and my advantage, for the ſake of Jeſus 


XVIII. For 


cd 


+ << Flo V? |» 


on ſpecial Orcaſions. 
XVIII. For a Child or Youth in Apprenticeſhip. 


12 thy preſence be with me, moſt gracious 
God, in the ſtation and family where thou haſt 
placed me. Keep me from the many ſnares and 
temptations that attend youth on all ſides in 
this ſinful Age. Let me ſet a daily watch upon 
all my ways that I may not offend thy Majeſty. 
Make me firſt faithful to God, and then to my 
Maſter, even when I am not in his fight: Let 


me ſo fall up every part of my time, and manage 
the concerns intruſted with me in ſuch a man- 


ner, that I may not be afraid to be called to 
account. And grant, O Lord, that I may be 
ſo well acquainted with the proper buſineſs of 


my calling, and find ſuch favour in the fight 
of 


men, that I may hereafter become more uſe- 


ful in the world, and glorify thee in my fol- 


| lowing courſe of life, for the ſake of Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Amen. / | 


XIX. For 4 Child or Youth at Sea. 
D Lorious and Almighty God, who haſt ap- 


O pointed me by thy Providence zo go down to the 


Sea in a ſhip and to do buſineſs in the great Waters, 
help me to take notice of the works of the Lord and 


his wonders in the deep. When I view the Hea- 
vens which thou haſt made, and obſerve the 


Sun and the Stars whereby our courſe of failing 


is directed, let me adore thy greatneſs, who 


cauſeſt the Sun to fulfill his daily circuit, who' 
numbereſt all the Stars, and calleſt them by their 


names. 
| _ Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Saviour, who didſt often travel by 
Sea when thou cameſt down to viſit us here 


on Earth, T would commit my ſelf to thy care 
amidft all the winds and the waves, for thou 
canſt ſay ro them all, Peace, be ſtill, and the 


ſtormy wind ſhall obey thy Word. 


Keep me from all thoſe Temptations and 
thoſe wicked ways which I may be in danger 
of in this fort of life: and in whatſoever part 
2 the, world I am, let me not venture upon 

ſinful practice, but always remember that 


a * (Fo God hath his eye upon me; and his 
hand will find me out. 


Bring me fafe to the port to which 1 am 


falling at this time: and whenſoever thou ſhalt 


ſee fit to call my Soul away, whether it be by 


Sea or Land, let it be taken up to dwell in Hea- 


ven with God and with my bleſſed Redeemer, 


to whoſe Name be all honour and Praiſe for ever. 
Amen. | 


XX. For the Childres of the rich. 


1 Adore and bleſs thy good Providence, O 
Lord, who haſt brought me forth in the midſt 


of plent Yo and given me friends who provide 
uc 


for me ſuch a variety of comforts in this life: 
Grant that I may not forget God the giver of 
all good things. 

Though thou feedeſt me with the fineſt of the 
wheat, and arrayeſt me in richer apparel than 
others, yet let me remember that I am made of 
the ſame fleſh and blood as the pooreft child on 
earth, and that I have the ſame ſinful nature 

I : which 


| 
| 
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which belongs to all the Children of Adam: 
Suffer me not therefore to be proud and high- 


minded, to exalt my ſelf above others, or look 


down upon them with a ſcornful eye, nor let 
my lips ſcoff at them; but teach me to pity 
the poor, and to relieve them according to my 
ability with prudence and diſcretion. 

Make me careful to grow rich in good works, 
and to encreaſe more in knowledge and in every 
virtue, ſince I have greater advantages than 
others: Let me not truſt in uncertain riches which 


do (as it were) take wings and fly away; but 


let me endeavour to ſecure thoſe heavenly trea- 


ſures which will abide for ever, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


XXI. For the Children of the Poor. 
Oſt high God, who art the wiſe Ruler 


V and Diſpoſer of all thy creatures, I deſire 
humbly to ſubmit to thy Providence, who haſt 


ſeen fit to place me and my Father's houſe in 


a low eſtate in this world: Help me to re- 


member that Feſus Chriſt thy well beloved Son, 


was willing to be born and brought up in a poor 
and mean condition: and let me not be impa- 
tient of that State which our Saviour himſelf 
endured, ho, though he was rich, yet made him- 
ſelf poor for our ſakes. 

Save me, I pray thee, from the temptations 
which attend Poverty: Let me not envy the 
Rich, nor grow uneaſy, becauſe I ſee other 
Children better fed and better clothed than J 


am. I would bleſs thee from my heart, for 


H that 
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that thou provideſt any Food and Raiment for 
me, to keep me from Hunger and Cold. Suffer 
me not to covet what belongs to others, and 
much leſs to put forth my — to the money or 


goods of my neighbour to ſteal or pilfer from him. 


Make me content under my circumſtances, 


and diligent in my daily learning or work : nor 
let me ever want what is neceſſary to ſupport 


my life. The leſs I have here on earth, make 
me the more careful to ſeek after a treaſure in 


heaven, and bring me ſafely in thy time to the 


poſſeſſion of it for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


XXII. For Children in middle Circumſtances. 

WW Har abundant reaſon have I, O Lord, to 

honour thy Wiſdom and the Goodneſs of 
thy Providence, that thou haſt placed me and 
my Father's houſe in the middle circumſtances 
of this life; that I am not poſſeſt of ſo great 
Riches as might make me grow high minded 
and forget God, and that I am not ſo poor as 


to lie under any temptation to ſteal, in order to 


provide me Food or Raiment. 


While I behold other Children richer than I, 


let this make me humble: While I ſee others 
poorer than T, let this make me thankful: En- 


able me, O Lord, to mind the daily buſineſs 


and labour of life to which thou calleſt me, and 
to do good to others as far as I am capable. 
Carry me ſafe thro' all the dangers of this world, 
till J am prepared for a better ſtate in the world 
to come, for the ſake of thy dear Son Jeſus my 


Lord and Saviour. Amer. 3 
| XXIII. For 


Or 
Jy 
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XXIII. For a Child or Worth at Service. 


JT is thy good pleaſure, O Lord, that I 

ſhould become a Servant to others in this 
world ; but ler me always remember that my 
firſt and chief buſineſs is to ſerve and pleaſe 
thee. Make me diligent and faithful in the 
work that is appointed me, even when my 
Maſter and Miſtreſs are abſent ; and let me nei- 
ther do them wrong, nor conſent to it, nor con- 
ceal any wrong that is done to them. May I 
behave my ſelf in ſo humble, ſo wiſe and fo 
becoming a manner toward all, that I may gain 
the love and eſteem of all that know me, and 
be at laſt approved of thee my Maker and my 
Judge, and be accepred unto eternal life, for 
the ſake of Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


XXIV. A Prayer againſt natural Fears. 
N Leſſed God, who art the guard and defence 
of thoſe that love thee, deliver me from 
this weakneſs of nature, this vain and fooliſh 
fear which ſo often diſquiets me. Do I not 


read in thy word that the Righteous is bold as 4 


Lion? And I hope I am willing to be made 
righteous, and to do the will of God: why 
then ſhould I be afraid? Haſt thou not in- 
vited thoſe that are fearful to put their confi- 
dence in thee? Help me to fear thee, and to 
truſt in thee, and then I need not fear what 
any creature can do againſt me. Whereſoever 
I am, let me believe that God is with me, and 
let me not be afraid of all the powers of dark- 
wy Ha neſs, 


_ 
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neſs, nor of death itſelf, ſince eau Crip my 
Saviour has ſubdued them all: To whom be 
glory and praiſe everlaſting. Amen. | 


XXV. Againſt Frowardneſi, Obſtinacy and other 
Vices of Children. : 

God, who art the fountain of all Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, thou haſt made me a rea- 
fonable creature, and tho' I am but a Child, 
I pray, that reaſon may direct all my actions. 
Let not fooliſh humours and idle fancies rule 
and govern me, but let all my deſires and all 
my paſſions be ſubject to reaſon. 

Grant that I may never be uneaſy or fretful 
at the happineſs of others, nor rejoyce in any 
miſchief that befalls them. Suffer me not to 
be froward or peeviſh, quarrelſom or ſpiteful 
among my fellows: Make me meck and hum- 

ble, and let me rather yield in many things than 
contend by angry words or blows : If. I am in- 
jur'd, let me not revenge my ſelf, but make 
my complaint to thoſe who are ſet over me. 

Nor let me ever be obſtinate and ſullen to 
my Parents and Governours, but always hear- 

ken to advice, and obey thoſe who are wiſer n. 
UH than I. May I grow in Wiſdom and Good- en 
neſs as I grow in years; may I ever act as be- he 
comes a creature of reaſon, a child of God, and m) 
a follower of Jeſus Chriſt his beſt beloved Son, | up 
whom I defire to love and honour and imitate n 
here on Earth, and be made like him for ever e 
in Heaven. Amen, 
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XXVI. After ſome particular and grievous Sin. 
O Lord Jeſus my Saviour, whither ſhould I 
go but to thee who cameſt down from 
Heaven to ſeek and fave loſt Sinners? I have 
broken the law of God, and have ſinned grie- 
vouſly againſt my conſcience: but I deſire ro 
be aſhamed before thee, and to have my heart 
broken under a ſenſe of my folly. O that I 
might be reconciled to God by the virtue of 
thy bloody death and thy prevailing inter- 
et 
Accept, O Lord God, a repenting ſinner; 
forgive all my offences, and particularly this 
new tranſgreſhon, and make me very watchful 
for time ro come. Keep me by thy grace 
from repeating my treſpaſſes, and preſerve me 
to thy heavenly Kingdom for Jeſus s lakes 


Amen. 


XXVII. After ſome ſerious impreſſions in 4 
Sermon. 25 
J Bleſs thy Name, O Lord, who haſt made 
* thy word reach my heart. How many Ser- 
mons have I heard careleſſly and forgot them 
entirely? O let me not forget what 1 have 
heard this day, but let thy holy Spirit refreſh 
my memory and keep the thoughts of it lively 
upon my Spirit. | Here the Child ſhould: mention 


ſome particulars of the Sermon in prayer, which 


were moſs affetting. | Let me love thee more 
than ever; let me hate {in more than ever: Let 
thy work of Grace be carried on upon my 
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Soul till J am become a new Creature, a ſin- 
cere Chriſtian; and let every Sermon that I 
ſhall hear for time to come, help forward this 
bleſſed work of my ſalvation, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


Obſerve here, that in the following Examples of 


Prayer relating to the events that occur in a Family, J 
have been conſtrain'd to uſe expreſſions which are very 
general, that I might include a variety of Caſes. . I. 
zoould be endleſs and impoſſible to enter into particulars. 
The Child may be taught to add or alter-a few words, and 
to expreſs himſelf more particularly ſuiting the Occaſion. 


XXVIII. At the birth of a Brother or Siſter, or 
any new Relation coming into a Family. 


Lord God our Creator, who makeſt Families 
increaſe like a flock, ſince thy Providence has 
given me a new Relation, let him [her] become 
a bleſſing to our family. Help me to love him 
her] as I ought, and fo to carry it toward 
im [her] that T may fulfill my proper duty: 
And let me be always accepted of thee thro' 
elus Chriſt, who loved us, and was once born 
into this world a young Child, that he might 
be related to us and ſave us. May his name be 
praiſed for evermore. Amen. 


XXIX. On any Calamity in a Family. 
Lorious God, thou art the al- wiſe Governor 
of this world, and ſeeſt it needful to afflict 
us at this ſeaſon: thou haſt ſuffered a heavy 
calamity to fall upon my Father | Mother, 
Brother, Siſter, &c.] and we are all concern'd 
in 


EE 
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in the general ſorrow. I — thee, teach us 
all to take due notice of thy hand, and to lie 
humble before thee: Let ſin grow more hateful 
to us, which is the common cauſe of affliction. 
Sanctify our preſent diſtreſs, that our hearts 
may be made better by it: forgive the fins that 
have provoked thy Majeſty, and remove our 
ſorrows. Let me gain ſome good to my foul 
in my younger years, by ſuch ſore and painful 
troubles : and by all thy methods of Providence 


and Grace let me be train'd up to thy heavenly 


Glory for our Redeemer's ſake. Amen. 


XXX. On Sickneſs in a Family. 
"D Reat and everlaſting God, we are feeble dy- 
+ ing creatures; our health, our ſtrength, and all 
our comforts depend entirely on thee : When 
thou ſendeſt ſickneſs, no. medicines can remove 
it without thy bleſſing : I entreat thee therefore, 
bleſs the medicines that are uſed for the recovery 
of my dear Father, ¶ Mother, Brother, Siſter, 


c.] from this diſtemper. Let not this ſick- 
neſs be unto death, but let him, [her] live 
ſome years longer to do thee ſervice in the 
world. May our bleſſed Redeemer, who heal'd 


ſo many ſick perſons when he was here on 
earth, command the diſeaſe to depart and it 
ſhall depart, for his Word is almighty ; and let 
the whole Family rejoice in thy goodneſs, and 
give thee all honour and praiſe, Amen. 
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go Examples of Prayer 
XXXI. On the Recovery of thoſe that are ſich. 
AE L glory be given to thy name, O Lord, 
who art the great and powerful Phyſician. 


Thou didſt hearken to the requeſts of our Fa- 


mily, and heal my dear Father, | Mother, bro- 


ther, Siſter, ec.] when he, [ſhe] was ſmitten 


with fickneſs, and brought very low. Let me 
ever remember that thou art a God hearing 
Prayer, and truſt in thee at all times. Let me 


call upon thee in a day of diſtreſs, and let all 


our lips be filled with thy praiſes. Amer. 


XXXII. On death in a Family. 
Mes high and moſt holy God, who liveſt 


for ever, thou haſt ſeen fit to ſend death into 


the midſt of us, and haſt taken away my dear 


Father, Mother, Brother, Siſter, &c.] out of 


the land of the living. As it is a very awful 
ftroke, ſo let it be made profitable to us, and 
effectually teach us ſome leſſons of holineſs. 


May each of us have our hearts more taken off 
from theſe dying comforts, and let each of®us 
'« 


be quickned to prepare for our own death, an 

our appearance before God. 
O that I may remember my Creator in the 
days of my youth, and ſet about the work of 
Religion with more diligence than ever! 


May I ſincerely repent of my fins, and have a 


true faith in the Son of God. Give me a good 


hope of the pardon of ſin, and ſome plain 


marks of a Child of God upon me, that I may 
meet death without fear, and be ready to fol- 
be my departed Friends whenſoever thou cal- 
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leſt me: and bring me to dwell with them in the 
world of perfect holineſs and perfect happineſs, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


XXXIII. The Child's Prayer in his own Sickneſs. 


LO down upon me in mercy, O moſt gra- 
F cious God, and pity me under the ſickneſs 
which thy hand has ſent. Conſider my afflic- 
tion and my pain, and forgive all my fin. Even 
the iniquities and follies of my Childhood de- 
ſerve all the ſmart and ſorrow that I feel, and 


ſhouldeſt thou puniſh me according to my ſins, 
my miſery would be far greater: But there is 


pardoning Grace with thee thro' the merits of 
thy Son Jeſus, and this is all my hope. Sup- 
port my feeble ſpirits to bear what thou layeſt 
on me, and comfort my heart with thy word. 
Remove the diſtemper and heal me, O Lord, 
that I may do thee further ſervicſe. 

Vet in every ſickneſs I would be prepared 
for dying: Tho' I have been bur a little while 
in . world, thy Grace can fit me and make 
me Willing to go out of it. Whether J live or 
die let me be thine for ever. Amen. 


XXXIV. On his Recovery from Sickneſs. 5 
Ow ſhall I render thee ſufficient thanks and 
praiſes, O Lord my God, for thy new mer- 


cies? Thou haſt eaſed my pain, thou haſt healed 


my diſeaſe, thou haſt reſtored me to ſome mea- 
lure of ſtrength : Since life is given me anew, 
let me not return to my old fins, leſt I provoke 


thee to puhiſh me more ſeverely. - Since thou 
+ oy Ire ie Ra; + 
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haſt not cut me off by death, but haſt given 


longer time for repentance, let me not trifle that 
time away in childiſh follies, but live to the 


honour of that God, who has ſpared me, for the 


fake of my bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 

XXXV. For a Child who has loſt Father or Mo- 
ther, or both. on. 

Hou, O Lord, haſt been in all ages the Father 


1 of the fatherleſs, and thy compaſſions are 


more tender than the love of a mother, to thee 


therefore I come daily, and deſire to put my 


ſelf under thy heavenly care, ſince I have loſt 


one | both] of my earthly Parents. Thy mer- 


cy can do more for me than Parents can ever do 
for their moſt beloved Offspring. Let me not 


be expoſed to the wants, the miſchiefs and the 
* that many Children have been expoſed 
to for want of Friends to breed them up. Do 


thou, O Lord, train me up in thy fear and 
love. Let Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour take 


charge of me, and carry me fafely thro? this 
world, till I am brought to the houſe of my 


heavenly Father, where I ſhall honour and 
praiſe him for ever. Amen. 


XXXVI. Thanks for a religious Education. 


HS great is the Bleſſing thou haſt be- 


ſtow'd on me, O Lord God of Mercy, 
that I ſhould be brought forth into this world 


in a Chriſtian» Nation, and not among wild 


Heathens, where the word of God is not known! 
How ſhall I praiſe thee enough that I was born 
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in a Proteſtaut Country, and not among igno- 
rant and cruel Papiſts, where the people are not 


ſuffer d to read the Bible in their own language ! 


How can I ſufficiently admire thy Goodneſs, 


that I have enjoy'd the Bleſſing of religious Pa- 


rents [or Friends] who have train'd me up in 


the knowledge of the only true God and his 
Son Jęſus Chriſt, and from my youngeſt years, 
have taught me the ways of truth and holi- 


neſs, which lead to heaven. What ſhall I ren» 


der to the Lord for theſe peculiar favours? - 

I praiſe thee with my lips and with my heart, 
that I have not been ſuffer'd to wander in the 
ſtreets among the Children who grow up in 
wickedneſs; that I have not been bred up in 
Families where the dreadful voice of ſwearing 
and curſing is heard; but that my dwelling has 
been where the name of God is honoured, and 
his worſhip is performed. 
anſwer it, O Lord, if I abuſe ſuch advan» 


tages, and forſake the ways of God? Grant 


me thy Grace, that I may learn the leſſons of 
Holineſs and Goodneſs which are taught me 
by the inſtructions and the example of my Pa- 
rents [or Friends] and lead me in thoſe ways 
to everlaſting life, for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus 


our Saviour, who reigns at thy right hand for 


ever and ever. Amen. 


XXXVII. Thanks for the continuance of the Life 


ef Parents. ; 
Y ſoul defires to praiſe thee, O moſt mer- 


1 ciful Father, that thou haſt not only gi- 
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834 FExamples of Prayer 


ven me ſuch Parents, who have been careful to 
—— for me what I want, but that thou 


aſt lengthned out their life ſo long, till they 
have ſeen me thus far advanced in my Educa- 
tion : I bleſs thee from my heart, that thou 
haſt not made me a fatherleſs Child, nor taken 
away my Mother in my Infancy ; but that I 


have had ſo many wiſe Inſtructions, ſo many 


kind Reproofs, and ſo many ſerious Counſels 

and Warnings from them, during all my years 

of Childhood and Folly. 5 
While other unhappy Children have been ear- 


ly deprived of their Parents by death, and been 


expoſed to many hardſhips and dangers, I have 
enjoy'd the long continuance of this invaluable 
Bleſſing. O Lord, preſerve their lives yet 
longer; forgive all my offences againſt them 
and againſt thee; bleſs them with thy choiceſt 
Favours, and crown their Cares and their Pray- 
ers on my account, with thy Grace here, and 


lake. Amen. 


XXX VIII. Prayer for converſion of the heart to 
God. 5 

Met holy and moſt merciful God, I deſire 
to lie humble at thy foot, becauſe 1 was 
born in Sin, and J feel evil inclinations working 
daily within me: let my ſinful heart be changed 
by thy holy Spirit, and let holy diſpoſitions 


thy Glory hereafter, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 


be wrought there. Let all my old evil affec- 


tions and deſires be done away, and make me 


a new creature, that I may lay aſide childiſh 
„ 
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follies and vanities, and become truly religious 
in my younger years. Give me fincere repen- 
rance for all my paſt tranſgreſſions, and a hatred 
of every in for time to come, that being converted 
to God betimes, I may begin early to love and 
honour thee here, and be prepared for thy 
heavenly kingdom, for the dear fake of thy be- 


loved Son Jeſus, in whom is all my truſt, and 


to whom be everlaſting honour. Amen. 


XXXIX. For better ability to pray. 
Pct Lord, moſt high and moſt holy, who 
42 doſt not deſpiſe the language of Children, but 
delighteſt ro ſee them coming to bow before 
thy throne, and to feek thy favour, O may 
thy holy Spirit inſtruct me to pray, and bleſs 


all my endeavours to learn and practiſe this du- 


= Ler me know and adore thy Majeſty and 
thy Mercy: Shew me my ſins, and help me to 


confeſs them : Give me a deep and hearty ſenſe 
of my wants both for ſoul and body, and en- 


able me to expreſs them before thee: Aſſiſt me 


to plead with thee for mercies, and to truſt in 


thy love. Raiſe my heart to thankfulnefs for 
all the Bleſſings I receive, and teach me to offer 


the ſacrifice of praiſe : Let the name of Feſws 


be my hope, who pleads in heaven for ſuch 
poor Children as I am, even when they know 
not how to pray for themſelves. I deſire to 


honour and love him, and give him everlaſting 


praiſes, Amen. 
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385 Examples of Prayer, &c. 


Of the Lord's Prayer. 


17 ts ſufficiently evident to me, that the Lord's Prayer 


was given to the Diſciples in the beginning of their 
Chriſtianity, partly as a Form f Prayer for their 401% 
Uſe, and partly as a Pattern for their Imitation in thafe 
early days: But luce it contains in it ſcarce any 55 
peculiar revelations of the New Teſtament, I am penſu. 
ded it was never-deſign'd to be a full and ſufficient Form 
or Pattern after the Rejurrefion and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, 
and the more complete Revelation of the Goſpel. Tet Pe- 
cauſe it has been uſual to teach it as a .Prayer for Chil- 
dren, I have here paraphras'd it according to the further 
diſcoveries made by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New - 
Teftament. | 


XT. A Paraphraſe on the Lord's Prayer. 
Ml merciful Father, who art in heaven, and 


who ſeeſt all things that are done on earth, 
let thy name be hallowed by all thy creatures, and 


let me ever carry it towards thee as a great and 


holy God: May thy kingdom come, and be ſet up 
more univerſally in this world by the preach- 


ing of thy Goſpel: May all nations ſubmi 


themſelves to thee and to thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
Let thy Spirit rule in the hearts of men, and 
thy will be done among us on earth, as it is among 
the angels in heaven: Give me this day my daily 


bread, and every day of my life beſtow on me 


thoſe things which are neceſſary to maintain 


my health and ſtrength, that I may be more 
capable of ſerving thee. Forgive my treſpaſſes 


which I have commitred againſt thee, for the 
ſake of the death and interceſſion of thy dear 
Son, and enable me from the heart zo forgive 
thoſe who have treſpaſſed againſt me. Lead me not 


* into 


A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 87 
into temptation, nor let me run careleſsly into 
danger of ſinning, but deliver me from the evil 
one, and from all his devices to defile and de- 
ſtroy my ſoul: For the kingdom and govern- 
ment of all things belong to thee : Thou haſt 
power to do whatſoever I ask: and all honour 
and glory are thy due for ever and ever. Amen. 


Pr EIS 


A ſerious Addreſs to Children and Touth, 
relating to the great and neceſſary 

Duty of Prayer. 
Dear Chilaren, : 


Ive me leave to propoſe to you a few fe- 
rious Conſiderat ions, to awaken your defires 


to ſeek after God, and to pray to him in your 
early years; and if you are convinced that this 


is your neceſſary duty, you will then more 


Teadily hearken to the Advices that follow. 


I. Conſider who and what God i. 
Have you not been told that he is an Al- 
mighty Being, who made the heavens and the 
earth, and the ſea, and all things that are in 
them ? that he 1s a Spirit, and that he 15 every 
where preſent, tho” you cannot ſee him ? that 
he knows all things that you do, and that he 
can do all thag you deſire of him? that he ts 
holy, and hates ſin, and yer that he 1s very 
good and full of mercy, even to his ſinful 
creatures? that he is the greateſt, the wiſeſt, 
and the beſt of Beings ? and docs he not ves 
L 2 you 
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#3 A ſerious Addreſs is Children: 
you ſhould love and honour him, who is fo 


great and ſo good? does he not require that 
you ſhould praiſe him for his glorious nature, 


and for his wonderful works? or have you 


Jearnt to know him in vain? n 
And is he not your heavenly Father who 
gave you a Being? Did he not make you to 
love and ſerve and worſhip him? And how can 
you pretend to ſerve and love him, if you ne- 
ver pray to him? Could you but ſee him, Chil- 


dren, you would think him the moſt lovely and 


moſt excellent of all Beings, and ſhould you nor 
then be exceeding deſirous to be more acquaint- 
ed with him, and ſeek to obtain his Love ? 


II. Conſider who and what you are. 


Are you not young Creatures, that a few 


years ago had no Being at all, and you cannor 
preſerve your own lives? And is it not of high 


concern to you to be acquainted with that 
God, and to pray to him upon whom your 
very Being depends. He that made you can 


deſtroy you. 


* 


And beſides, are you not ſinful Creatures, 


and have deſerved the anger of God? Do not 
your own hearts and conſciences tell you that 


you have done many things amiſs, and that you 
have provoked that God who made you, to be an- 
gry with you, and to take away all your com- 


forts? And are you willing to continue under 


his anger for ever? Do you know how terrible 
is the anger of God, who can make you mi- 


ſerable in this world, and in that which is to 
come? And is he not very gractous to call 


on a 
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upon ſuch ſinners as you are. to pray to him? 
Is it not neceſſary therefore that you ſhould 
come humbly before him, and fall down on 
our knees and confeſs your ſins, and entreat 
bim to lay his anger aſide, | and to love you 
- notwithſtanding all your offences? Thus leads 
me to the third Confideration. . 
III. Conſider what are your Wants. 
Thoſe Wants which you take the firſt and moſt 
common notice of, are ſuch as relate to your 
Bodies and your preſent Life, which are called 
temporal Wants. 
Do you not ſtand in daily need of Food and 
Raiment, that you may not ſuffer ſharp hunger 
and cold? Do you not want the continuance of 
your health and your eaſe, that you may not 
pine away with ſickneſs and pain? Can you 
keep your ſelves alive, or can any of your 
friends here on earth keep you from dying? 
Do you not know that God is the Author f 
all your comforts, and 'tis on him you de- 1 
pend for daily food and clothing, for health: mn 
and. ſtrength and eaſe, for recovery from fick- i 
neſs, and for preſervation from death? *Tis 7 
certainly from God that you mult ſeek all theſe. 
things by Prayer. > NY 
Are you not expoſed to dangers every day, 
and every night? Do you not want the care of 
God to keep you both night and day? to pre- 
| ferve you from miſchief, from fires, from vi- 
olent and cruel men, and from all evils of every 
kind? And ſince you deſerve nothing at the 
hand of God, can you ſuppoſe he will warch 
„ i Fx over 
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90 A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 
= over you as with his eye, and cover you from 
all evil, as with his hand, if you never call upon. 
| him, nor ask his favour + : 
But in the next place, do you not know that 
you have a Soul as well as a Body, and that 
you want ſome ſpiritual Bleſſings for your Souls, 
as well as temporal Bleſſings that belong to your 
Bodies? Let us now conſider what theſe ſpiritual 
Wants ate. | 4 1 
Since you are guilty Creatures, do you not 
greatly want the forgiveneſs of your fins ? 
Have you not been taught that your ſins have 
deſerved great and ſore puniſhments both here and 
hereafter? And are you not very deſirous to be 
delivered from this puniſhment 5 But can you 
expect God will pardon and deliver you, if you 
never pray to him for pardon? 1 
And fince you cannot do any thing to make 
recompence to the great and holy God for your 
offences, how ſpeedily ſhould you apply to Jeſas 
Chriſt the Son of God, who now dwells in | 
heaven, and who did once here on earth make 4 
' Fecompence by his death for the fins and offen- 
ees of men? He is the great Mediator and 
Þ Peace-maker between God and Man? How ear- 
gneſtly ſhould you pray, that you may enjoy 
= the benefit of his Mediation, and that he may 
bring you into a ſtate of peace with God, and 
Þ# reconcile you to him? How ſhould you crx 
to God that he would forgive you, for the 
fake of his well-beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt * Me- 
thinks, ſince you are ſenſible that you ale 
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A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 91 
without ſeeking to God for Mercy and For- 
_ ivencls.* - e 
Remember alſo that tho? your Sins were par- 
don'd, yet you have a ſinful nature in you, 
ready to offend God again continually. Do 
you not find your ſelves too ready to commit 
new Sins? Are you not ſoon ready to be angry 
without a cauſe, or to ſtrike others preſently, 
or call them ill names if they do not act juſt 
as you would have em? Are you never ready 
to be envious, that is, to grow uneaſy, and fret 
if other Children have better things than you? 
Are you not ready to diſobey your Parents or 
your Governors, nor to ſpend your time in 
play when you ſhould be at work, or learning 
your Book? Are you not ſometimes inclined 
to hide your faults by telling a lye? Don't you 
find your ſelves too ready to learn evil words, 
or to wiſn evil to others, or take ſomething pri- 
vately by ſtealth that is not allow'd you, or todo Wi 
ſomething that is forbidden ? And do you nor 4 
ſee then how much you want to pray for tage 
grace of God to keep you from Sin daily? 
And are not your minds too ignorant of God 
and Religion and heavenly things, as well as 
you find your Spirits too ready to yield to Sin? 
Is it not a pleaſure to you to think that God 
has promiſed his own holy Spirit to inſtruct you 
in the underſtanding of holy things as well as to 
help you in doing your duty both to God and 
man? This is a bleſſed promiſe indeed to poor 
ignorant ſinful Creatures ſuch as we are: But 
can you think God will give his Grace _— | 
holy 
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holy Spirit to them who never pray to him, or 
ask him for it? and are there not encourage- 


ments given by our Saviour himſelf to ſuch re- 


queſts? Do you not read in your Bible, Luke 
Iz. If Fathers give good Gifts to their Chil- 


dren, how much more ſhall your heavenly. Father 


give the holy Spirit to them that asg him? 


But beſides your temporal and ſpiritual wants, 


is there not another ſort of bleſſings that you 
ſtand in need of, which are called Eternal Bleſ- 
ſmgs? „ 3 
Do not you know that you . live 
here always? Have you not been taught that 
your Body muſt dye and be buried and turn 
to duſt in the grave, and that your Soul or Spi- 


rit which cannot dye muſt then go into another 


World? Have you not been told that Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God who died for Sinners 
once on Earth is now gone to Heaven, to take 
care of the Souls of his people when they leave 


this World? And do you think Feſus Chrif 


Will take care of your Soul when. it comes like 
a ſtranger into that other World, it you have 


not been acquainted with him by believing 

his word, and if you have not committed and 

betruſted your Soul into his hands by prayer ? 
You-mult go to ſtand before God the. Judge 


of all when you. dye; and. are you prepared 


and fit to ſtand before God if you have not 
obtained a good hope that God loves you and 
is reconciled to you? Fhere are but two places 
in the other World, and theſe are Heaven and 
Hell: Heaven for the Righteous who. pry 
23 en >. 


God and pray to him, and Hell for the wicked 


who neither pray to him nor love him. And 


can you ever hope that God will ſave you from 
Hell and the Devil, and that he will receive 
you to dwell with himſelf, and with his Son 


Bae Chriſt in Heaven if you never pray to 
- | 


m for theſe bleſſings? 


IV. Confider what your Mercies are. 

How kindly has God dealt with you in this 
World? Has he not given you ſuch Parents 
and Friends who by his order provide food and 
rayment, and houſe and bed, and every thing 
convenient for you? How many poor Chil- 
dren are there that want theſe comforts, and 
are expoſed to hunger and cold? Have not 
your Parents and Friends taken care that you 
ſhould be taught to read, and to learn many 
things for your good both here and hereafter? 
Do you not know that it was God who put it 
into their hearts, and alſo made them able to 
do it? How many thouſand poor creatures are 
there in this land who know nothing of God 
and cannot read a word? Ts it not God who 
has made this happy difference between you 


erat. So | 


and them? and ſhould you not praiſe him for 


his goodneſs ? Have you not ſeen other Chil- 
dren blind, or lame, or crooked or fooliſh? Is 
it not God who has given you your Limbs and 

| your Senſes ? Is it not the ſame good God that 
gives you health and peace by night and day; 
and are you not bound to thank him for theſe 
his Mercies? What ! would you live we the 
- brute 


le CD bw 5 goes Or out 


A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 8 


It 


94 A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 
brute Beaſts who eat and drink and: fleep, and 


take no notice of the great God from whoſe 


hand all your Bleſſings come? * 
Has not God by his good Providence cauſed 
you to be born and bred in Great Britain, in a 


land where you have learnt the knowledge of 


the true God, and are not brought up to wor- 
ſhip Images of wood or ſtone among the Hea- 
thens * Have you not the Bible, the book of 
God in your hands in Engliſb, where you can 
read of God and Chriſt and heavenly things; 
whereas the Papiſts breed up their Children with- 
our their Bibles, and had you been born among 


them you muſt have lived in great ignorance +. 


too? And ſince you are taught to know God 
and the way to Heaven, as well as bleſſed with 
ſo many Bleſſings here on Earth, is not your 
heart full of thankfulneſs to God ? And how 
can you refrain from falling down upon your 
knees and praiſing the Mercy of God who has 
done all this for you? 


V. Conſider what Relation you ſtand in to others. 

Have you not a Father and Mother that you 
are bound to honour and love? and would you 
never pray that God would beſtow his beſt 
Bleſſings on them, and make them live long to 


breed you up in his fear? Have you not Bro- 


thers or Siſters, or other Friends and Relations 
that love you? and have you no Mercies to ask 
of God for them? Do not your Maſters or 
Teachers, Miniſters or Governours deſire that 
you ſhould pray to God to bleſs them, TIE 

they 
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they may the better inſtruct you in the know- 


| ledge of all things uſeful for this World and 


that to come, They pray for you, and you 
ſhould pray for them. i 
_ Have you not heard of Magiſtrates and Ru- 
lers who keep all the Town or City and the whole 

Nation round about you in peace? Have you not 
heard of our moſt excellent King George the 
Second, who preſerves the Proteſtant Religion 
among us, and keeps us from being plunder'd 
and ruin'd by the cruel and bloody Papiſts? 


Have not you heard of our moſt gracious Queen 


Caroline and the royal Family of Princes and Prin- 
ceſſes, by whole means we hope this Kingdom 
will be for ever preſerved from Popery and Sla- 
very? And are you not bound to give thanks 
to God for ſuch a Proteſtant King and Queen, 
and pray for all Bleſſings upon them and their 
royal houſe for ever? 

And indeed you ſtand ſo nearly related to all 
Mankind, that you ſhould ſometimes lift up a 
Prayer to Heaven for them. Pray for Heathens 
and Tur and Fews, that they may be turn'd 
away from their Follies and Errors and falſe Re- 
ligions, and be led into the ways of Truth and 
Holineſs and eternal Peace. And you ſhould 
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s Advices to Children. 
Since then, dear Children, there are ſuch a 


multitude of reaſons that oblige you to pray. 


to God, ſince you ſee 'tis your conſtant duty, 
and *tis your higheſt intereſt if you would be 
ſafe and happy in this World, or the World 


to come, I would perſuade my ſelf you will 
delay no longer, but begin this religious work 


immediately; and I humbly hope and pray 
that God would abundantly aſſiſt and bleſs you 
| therein, that you may 
* To encourage you here- learn from your own 


in read an excellent little experience how ſweer 


diſcourſe lately publiſhed, . 
a, The 4 and 42 ofitable a thing 
advantages of Cloſet Re- it is to call upon the 
ligion. Name of the Lord *. 


Advices to Children relating to Prayer. 
I. * you make uſe of any of theſe 
A Prayers, let your Parents or Tea- 
chers aſſiſt you in chuſing ſuch as are proper 
for your age and your capacity; And be ſure 


that you learn to underſtand every word and 


ſentence in the Prayer which you uſe: If there 


be any expreſſion in it which you don't un- 


derſtand, ask your friends the meaning of it 
before you ſpeak it to- God, that you may not 
{peak words like a Parrot who knows not what 
he ſays, or like the Children of the Papiſts who 
are taught to ſay their Prayers in Latin when 
they don't underſtand one word of them. 


IT. Advice. Learn the Prayers which you 


uſe by heart as ſoon as you can: For hereby 


you will be able to pray in the dark where you 
£3 Cannot 
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cannot ſee to read: hereby alſo you will learn 


what is the ſenſe and language of a Chriſtian. 


Prayer, and fo you will the ſooner be able to 


form Prayers for your ſelves, and pray to God, 


without ſuch Prayers compoſed for you. 


But. I would not have you entirely neglect 
or omit praying to God all the while you are 


learning them by heart: For if you read them. 
in a very humble, ſerious and pious manner, God 


will accept your morning and evening Worſhip. 
This is far better than to live without Prayer, to 
live as the brute beaſts, who never callupon God. 
And indeed when you can repeat the Pray- 
ers by heart, I cannot think it amiſs many, 
times to have the book open near you, leſt 


your memory ſhould flip in your younger years 


of Childhood, before you are c = of putting 
upply the place 


in other words of your own to 
of theſe words which you have forgotten. 


III. Advice. Seek out a proper time to re- 
tire alone by your ſelf, morning and evening, 
at thoſe ſeaſons or hours wherein on have no 


other neceſſary buſineſs or duty *. 


Aud here I would perſuade my 2 that Pirenth or 
Maſters, who take due care of the Souls of Children, + 
ro nat only admoniſb and encourage them to ſeek God in 


Secret morning and evening, but would point out a Proper. 


place for their retirements. This is eafily done in private 


Families: And they ſhould make ſome obſervations, whether. 


Children obſerve theſe ſeaſons or no. In ſome Schools I 
have heard there are certain ſeaſons in the day which are 


call'd The half Hour, which are ordain'd on purpoſe for 
Children to retire ; and if they cannot be entirely alone, 
yet at diftant parts of their Bed-chambers, they may 
7 i/t their bs and their low voices to God in worſhip. 
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In the Morning I would generally fay, The. 


* 
* 


earlier the better: for if you loſe the firſt oppor- 
tunity, you will often find that you will 
be utterly hindred from praying by other 
things that may happen. Beſides, tis beſt to 
call upon God early, and begin the day with 
Religion, that you may beg a Bleſſing on your 
ſelf and on all your buſineſs that day. Do not 
begin with the world in the morning before 
1 you have been with God. ; 97 hit 
We In the Evening, I cannot ſay, The later the 
better: but rather embrace the firſt convenient 
= evening hour that offers, leſt you be drowzy. 
= However, tis much better to pray late, than 
= not to pray at all. 2 8 
If at any time you are hindred in the morn- 
ing, be ſure (if poſſible) that you be not hin- 
dred in the evening too. But the beſt way is 
= to keep pretty nearly the ſame ſeaſons every 
= day for your morning ind evening retirements, 
if your circumſtances of life, and the affairs of 
4 the Family where you live will allow it. 
Perhaps there may. be ſome Children whoare 
call'd to School as ſoon as ever they rife in the 
=. morning, or are bound to obey ſome other or- 
= ders in a Family, ſo that they cannot find any 
ſeo proper time as noon for their retirement: 
Ih ben let them uſe chiefly the Morning Prayer: 
But let them not content themſel ves with 
l praying once a day, if it be poſſible for them 
co find another fit ſeaſon in the Afternoon or 
Evening: And if they are forced to omit it 
once now and then, let it not grow to a cuſtom 
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or conſtant practice to omit their evening De- 
votions, yet rather pray once a day than not at all. 
IV. Advice. Seek a proper and convenient 
place for your ſecret retirements: Tis no mat- 
ter what or where the place be, if it be freeſt 
from all diſturbance. A Bed- chamber is gene- 
rally a proper place for thoſe who have not the 
conveniency of Cloſets for themſelves. ; 
Be not afraid to go alone by your ſelves, 
tho' it may be ſometimes in the dark: You 
are going to meet with God, and he is ever 
near to them that call upon him. The preſence 
of God is an almighty ſecurity and defence 
againſt all manner of evils that you can ſuſpect 
or fear. Nothing can hurt you while God is 
with you. 1 R Ty ; 75 ? 778 r= ID. ot | TE 
V. Advice. If you have time and conveni- 
ency for it in your ſecret Wortfhip, read'a Chap- 
ter or two, and a Pſalm before you pray. For 
my part, I could wiſh therewere ſelect portions 


— 


of 1 choſen out and printed by tllenm 


ſelves, for Children to read in private, that their 
time devoted to religion and worſhip, might 
not be ſpent in ſuch parts of the Bible as are f 
very little uſe to them. NE 3 
However, for want of this, I would re- 
commend the Book of Geneſis, and of Exodus 


as far as the 2oth Chapter, and the book f 


Proverbs, and the four Goſpels, with ſome prac- 


tical eber; out of the Epiſtles, and eſpecially _ 


the Book/of Pſalms, to be the chief ſubjects of. © 


their reading in ſecret in their younger years. 
The Book of Proverbs abounds in uſeful Leſ- 
K2 ſons 
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ſons of Prudence, and Inſtructions of Piety: 
The Book of Pſalms is full of Prayers and Prai- 
ſes. And let the word of God not be read in 
a flight or careleſs and haſty manner, but with 
a diligent attention, and with an endeavour to 
remember ſomething of it every day. 


x 
bl 


VI. Advice. Leave your buſineſs and your 
ſports, and all thoughts of them behind you, 
when you retire for worſhip. Let your Spirit 
be compoſed to great ſeriouſneſs when you be- 
Fin to pray. The reading of a Chapter will 
ielp ro compoſe your thoughts, and fix them 
more on divine things./ Fall down upon your 
knees before God in 'a humble poſture, and re- 
member thar you are come into the preſence of 
the great God, that you are going to ſpeak to the 
Majeſty of Heaven, before whom Angels wor- 
ſhip, and at whoſe name Devils tremble; take 
heed therefore that you do not trifle with him 
= nor take his holy name in vain. He ſees your 
heart, he knows all your thoughts, and he ob- 
ſerves all your wandrings from him. And for 
your encouragement alſo remember, that he 
takes kind notice of every ſincere deſire, and 
every pious wiſh that riſes from your heart. 
VII. Advice. Take heed that you ſpeak not - 
any thing to God in Prayer, which is not the 
fincere thought and deſire of your own Soul. See 
= to it that your heart agree to the words of your 
Prayer, or elſe do not utter them before God. 
6 Spirit, and he will be worſhipped in Spirit 
and in Truth: He hates a hypocrite, who ſpeaks 
what he does not mean. If there be therefore 


any 
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any ſentence in the Prayer, which is not ſuita- 
ble to your preſent caſe, or which your heart 
does not agree to, leave it out, and ſpeak what 
is the ſenſe of your own heart. 
VIII. Advice. Take notice every day what 
| good or evil falls out relating to you, and by 
this means perhaps you will often have fome 
particular thing in your mind to mention be- 
tore God, which is not expreſt ſo plainly in 
the words of the Prayer; it may be ſome ſin to 
confeſs, ſome ſorrow to complain of, ſome 
bleſſing to deſire, or ſome mercy to give thanks 
for: Then be ſure to ſpeak it with freedom in 
your own language: The great God who hears 
the young Ravens when they cry, will much more 
take norice of the voice and language of young 
Children when they pray to him; and he un- 
derſtands the meaning of your heart, tho yout 
expreſſions may not be ſo proper as you could 
wiſh. 1 | r n 
This will be the way to learn to pray, and 
gain an ability in time to addreſs God in a pro- 
per manner without the neceſſity of ſuch 
IX. Advice. Uſe a low voice in ſecret Pray- 
er: It may be ſo loud, that your ſelf may juſt 
hear it, bur ſcarce loud enough for others to hear 
it in a diſtant part even of the ſame room. A 
ſmall voice will be of ſome uſe to keep your 
thoughts from wandring, but a loud voice may” 
perhaps give occaſion for other perſons to 
charge you with hypocriſy, as tho you prac- 
tiſed your duties on Rowe to be ſeenand * 
| 3 08; 7 
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of men, and to make a- ſhew of your goodneſs 
al Hipion: And yet. 
EX. Advice. If any perſons whatſoever take 
notice of your retiring daily to pray to God in 
ſecret, never be aſhamed of it, nor leave off 
Prayer for fear of being ſeen or known to be 
religious. If you are athamed of worſhipping 
God your heavenly Father in this world, God 
will be aſhamed to own you for one of his 
Children in the world to come. . 
XI. Advice. When ſeveral Children join to- 
gether, and one of them repeats any of theſe 
Prayers, take care that nothing be done with 
rudeneſs or confuſion, but let all decency and 
= gravity be practiſed: Let not him that 3 
begin, till all are come in, and have fallen down 
| on their knees; and let every one attend to the 
words ſpoken, and lift up his heart to God in 
all the ſeveral ſentences; that the Prayer of eve- 
Ty one may be accepted of God, and that God 
may delight to anſwer the unired Prayers of 
Children, and pour down his Bleſſings on ſo 
religious a Family. i  S., 
= XII. To ſum up all, I ſhould add in the 
= — liſt place: Let all your carriage and behaviour 
in the world, both toward God and toward 
your Superiors, and toward your Fellows, be 
ſuch as becomes thoſe who profeſs Religion, 
and pray to God 22 and evening. Let 
a pious care to pleaſe God, and a fear of offend - 
ing him, run thro' all your ſpeeches and Ac- 
tions. Honour and obey your Parents and 


Teachers: Love your Brothers and Siſters: 
— +1 Be 
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Be courteous and kind to all: Abſtain from all 
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evil Words and ſinful Works: For your Pray- 


ers will be uſeleſs if you continue in wilful 
fins: The Prayers of the wicked, who will not 
repent, are an abomination to the Lord. Ip. 

Make it appear that your hearts are ſincere 
and honeſt in your Prayers to God, by endea- 
vouring always to avoid theſe fins which you 


have confeſt, as well as to practiſe thoſe duties 


in which you have pray'd God to aſſiſt you; 
and let it be your daily care to feek to obtain 
all thoſe Bleſſings (as far as in you lies) which 
you have asked God to beſtow upon you. Thus 
while Prayer and Practice go together, you will 
become Chriſtians indeed, you will be the com- 
fort and joy of your Friends in this world, you 
will always find acceptance with God thro' the 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and in the world to 
come be made happy to all eternity. Amen. 
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Advertiſement. 


T EST any Perſon ſhould imagine that this 
little Book anſwers all the Purpoſes of my 
other Treatiſe, called 4 Guide to Prayer, I 
thought it neceſſary in this Place to give a 
ſhort Account of the Contents of that Trea- 
tiſe, that the difference between them may” 
plainly appear. Ae FTE e 


Chap. I. contains an Account of the Næure 
of Prayer, and the various Parts of it, (vis ) 
Invocation, Adoration, Confeſſion, Petition, 
Pleading, Self- reſignation or Profeſſion, Thankſ- 
giving and Bleſſing; and that much larger than 
this little Book. 5 


- 


Chap. II. contains an Account of the Gift 
of Prayer, that is, an Ability to pray without a 
Form: Of the true Uſe of Forms of Prayer, 
without a conſtant Confinement to them: Of 
the Matter of Prayer; Of the different Me- 
thods of Prayer; Of proper and improper Ex- 
preſſions in Prayer; Of the: Voice and the 
Geſture to be uſed; with Rules and Directions 
relating to all theſe: and Advice to obtain 
Courage in order to pray in publick. 


Chap. III. explains what is meant by the 
Grace of Prayer, and what Exerciſes of holy 
Diſpoſitions àre ſuited to the Duty of Prayer 
in general, and to the ſeveral particular Parts of 


it, with Directions how to attain them. 


2 LL 
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Ad vertiſement. 


Chap. IV. The Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Ged 
is Prayer is explained and vindicated, with. 
ſome Cautions about it. and Directions to ob- 


tain and. RE i 


8 Chap. V. is a Perſuaſive to learn to \ pray; bs 
Vith a ſhort Account of mixt Prayer, i. e. ho 
to begin to perform this Duty by the Uſe of 
ſome Examples of Prayer, with new Additions 


and Alterations as the Caſe requires. 


a; a little time will be oubliſhed by the 

ſame Author, A Diſcourſe of the Education 
of Children in their younger Years, With a 
8 Deſence of Charity Schools. 
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